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[The Speaker in the chair] 

head: Prayers 

The Speaker: Good afternoon, hon. members. 
 Let us pray. Hon. members, may this beautiful, warm, and 
sunny day be absorbed just as warmly within our hearts and souls 
as it is being shone upon our bodies, for it was surely on a day just 
like this one some time ago that someone first called our province 
sunny Alberta. May it forever be blessed so. Amen. 
 Pleased be seated. 

head: Introduction of Visitors 

The Speaker: Hon. members, yesterday I asked for and received 
some very good co-operation from you in keeping our introduc-
tions as brief as possible so that all who had introductions could 
present them in the appropriate time. Today I would ask you to 
please do likewise. However, please know that for the very first 
introduction, which will be provided by the hon. Member for 
Calgary-Buffalo, he has requested that some added time be given 
for his introduction. I have considered that, and I have allowed 
him a little bit of extra time today for his introduction should he 
wish to use it. I would ask for your co-operation and under-
standing. 
 Let’s proceed, then, with Calgary-Buffalo. 

Mr. Hehr: Well, Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to introduce to 
you and through you to all members of this Assembly someone 
you want in your corner when you’re in a fight, former Alberta 
Liberal MLA Rick Miller. A number of you across the aisle 
sometimes entered the squared circle known as the Alberta Legis-
lature with Rick, and as you know, he is a formidable opponent, a 
tireless technician, a resolute reformer, an audacious advocate, and 
a doggedly determined defender of the down-and-out. 
 Rick was the MLA for Edmonton-Rutherford from 2004 to 
2008 and served as the Alberta Liberal caucus chief of staff from 
2009 to 2012. Rick is bravely battling cancer in the same style 
with which he battled the Tories, with honour and dignity. While 
sometimes we go to battle wearing different colours, I know today 
everyone in this House is in Rick’s corner. Hon. members, please 
join me in welcoming the man, the myth, the legend, Rick Miller, 
with the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly. [Standing 
ovation] 

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. members, and thank you, hon. 
member in our gallery. 
 The hon. Member for Calgary-Foothills. 

Mr. Webber: Thank you. I’m privileged to introduce to you and 
through you to all members of the Assembly a number of visitors 
seated in your gallery, Mr. Speaker. The first is well known to 
many of us here in the Legislature and is a friend of mine and a 
friend of many, Mr. Art Johnston. I’d ask you to stand, Art, 
please. Art is a past two-term Alberta Progressive Conservative 
MLA who represented the constituency of Calgary-Hays from 
2004 to 2012. His impressive career also included 11 and a half 
years serving in the Canadian armed forces and 25 years serving 
with the Calgary Police Service, retiring as a patrol sergeant. Art 
is up here to participate in the annual Scotiabank Alzheimer’s 

hockey challenge in Leduc this weekend, and he’s playing on the 
Alberta MLA all-star team. We all know that Art is not only an all-
star on the ice, but he’s an all-star off the ice as well. Absolutely. 
 Accompanying Art, Mr. Speaker, is his son Ed Johnston, who is 
from Calgary. I’d ask Ed to stand. We recruited Ed as one of our 
ringers for our MLA all-star team. He is a natural playmaker, and 
he’s a selfless son who sets up his dad for goals all the time. Also 
here with Art is his granddaughter Jordon Johnston and her friend 
Travis Brittain, both from Pigeon Lake. 
 They’re here today to watch the proceedings in the House, and 
we are privileged to have them all here today. We thank Art for 
his many years of dedicated service to his city, to his province, 
and to his country. I ask that my MLA colleagues greet them with 
the warm welcome of the Assembly. 

The Speaker: Welcome, hon. member. 
 The hon. Member for Little Bow. 

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I’d like to 
introduce to you and through you to all the members of this 
Assembly my wife, Serena Donovan. She is sitting in your gallery 
also today. I’d like to thank her for all she does for me and our 
family. She has also come to Edmonton this week to cheer on all 
MLAs from all the different parties, but especially the Wildrose 
goaltender, playing in the Alzheimer’s hockey fundraiser, which 
you helped organize, and I’m gratefully thankful for. If she could 
please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this 
Assembly. 

Mr. Jeneroux: Mr. Speaker, it’s an absolute pleasure to stand 
here today and introduce you to a gentleman seated in your 
gallery. This is certainly not this gentleman’s first time in the 
Chamber. As a matter of fact, I imagine this gentleman has logged 
more hours inside this Chamber than most elected officials. He 
spent nearly 13 years in this Chamber and had the power that most 
of us dream of, the power to be able to turn on and, more 
importantly, turn off any of our microphones whenever he wished. 
He was, in fact, the former console operator, sitting right above 
that very clock. He introduced me to politics in the Legislature 
long before I was even school aged and has continued to support 
my passion and chosen career path. I ask that my father, Mr. Doug 
Jeneroux, please rise and receive the traditional welcome of the 
Assembly. 

head: Introduction of Guests 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner, 
followed by Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville. 

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to stand and 
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly 
a fantastic group of students from Glenwood school in my constit-
uency of Cardston-Taber-Warner. They are here with Mr. Kelly 
Thomas, their principal; Mrs. Kathy Thomas; and Mr. Ken Selk. 
Please rise, students, and receive the warm welcome of this 
Assembly. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Fort Saskatchewan-
Vegreville, followed by Lacombe-Ponoka. 

Ms Fenske: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of my colleague 
from Bonnyville-Cold Lake I would like to introduce to you and 
through you a group of 60 students from H.E. Bourgoin middle 
school from the constituency of Bonnyville-Cold Lake. They are 
not with us in the Chamber right now. They will be joining us 
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during question period. I would ask that they be recognized at this 
time. 
 Thank you. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka. 

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my great pleasure to rise 
today and introduce to you and through you to all members of the 
Assembly 82 incredibly bright grade 6 students from the Iron 
Ridge junior campus in Blackfalds. They are accompanied today 
by their teachers Mrs. Ashley Kovitch, Mrs. Amanda Mayert, Mr. 
Bill Carter, Mrs. Shelly Miller, Mrs. Irene Allen, Mrs. Cheryl 
Drobot, Mrs. Cheryl Taylor, Mrs. Jodi Vanderzwaag, and Mrs. 
Joni Olsen. Please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome 
of this Assembly. 

The Speaker: Are there other school groups? 
 Let’s move on, then, to the Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 

Mr. Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I’m fond of saying, the 
future of agriculture is very bright in Alberta, and we have proof 
positive with us today. It’s a great pleasure to introduce to you and 
through you to all members of the Assembly Jacob Onyschuk, 
who is this year’s Alberta 4-H Premier’s award winner. He is from 
Legal, and his family home and family farm kind of straddle two 
constituencies, Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock and Athabasca-
Sturgeon-Redwater. We have two very proud MLAs who are 
happy to see him here today, too. 
 This prestigious award recognizes an individual who exhibits 
outstanding leadership, communication, and interpersonal skills. 
It’s a one-year term during which Jacob has been and is represent-
ing youth and 4-H at various events. He was a member of the Bon 
Accord 4-H and Vimy Dunrobin 4-H Multi Club, and he’s been 
extremely active in many clubs. He majored in animal science at 
the U of A and just finished his exams. He was formally presented 
with his award by the Premier earlier today. 
 He’s here with his parents, Teresa and George; siblings Larissa, 
Nicholas, and Benjamin; and 4-H specialists Leila Hickman and 
Jocelyn McKinnon. They’re all standing, and I’d ask that the 
Assembly give them a warm welcome. 

1:40 

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the New Democrat opposition, 
followed by the leader of the Liberal opposition. 

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour 
today to rise and introduce to you and through you to all members 
of this Assembly my guest Lorne Dach. Lorne has been a real 
estate associate broker in Edmonton for the past 26 years. His 
slogan Call Lorne Dach and Start To Pack is well known to many 
of us. For six years he was a member and chair of the city of 
Edmonton Non-Profit Housing Corporation, which is responsible 
for managing more than 600 units of multifamily housing owned 
by the city. In the 2012 election Lorne was also a candidate for the 
NDP, running in the constituency of Edmonton-McClung. I would 
now ask Lorne to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome 
of the Assembly. 

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the Liberal opposition, followed 
by Calgary-Varsity. 

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I have three 
introductions. It’s my pleasure to introduce to you and through 
you to all members of this Assembly Sabina Florence Zutter. I met 
Sabina at the gym while I was trying to lose weight for this 

hockey tournament. She was clipping along like a 24-year-old, 
and she told me she was a senior. Sabina prides herself on keeping 
in good physical shape, taking personal responsibility, and main-
taining her independence. She’s here to oppose the cuts to 
financial assistance for seniors. These subsidies have helped to 
keep seniors active and healthy so they don’t end up spending 
their last years in bed, burdening the health system. I would ask 
Sabina to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the 
Assembly. 
 Mr. Speaker, my second introduction. I’d like to introduce to 
you and through you Betty Wedman, who continues to advocate 
on bullying and teen health and wellness since the suicide of her 
son in 2008. Betty’s son Alex chose to end his life due to 
depression caused by bullying. Betty is here today as she feels 
there is a lack of accountability regarding bullying. She hopes that 
government will incorporate health and wellness classes into our 
school system to help combat this societal problem. I would ask 
Betty to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the 
Assembly. 
 Mr. Speaker, it’s my pleasure to introduce to you and through 
you Madeline Rainey on behalf of her son Connor, who has 
autism. According to Madeline Connor endured horrific abuses in 
the Edmonton public behaviour classrooms, culminating in a 
chokehold that Ms Rainey reported to her trustee. The response? 
She said that there was a staunch denial. For years Ms Rainey has 
advocated to spare others the nightmare. There are legal protec-
tions against staff bullying staff, students bullying students, 
students bullying staff, but what’s missing is protection against 
staff bullying students. Ms Rainey, I apologize for whatever 
happened to Connor, and I would ask you to rise and receive the 
traditional warm welcome of the Assembly. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by 
Calgary-Mountain View. 

Ms Kennedy-Glans: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to 
rise today and introduce to you and through you to all members of 
our Assembly members of the results-based budgeting economic 
development challenge panel: Brad Anderson, executive director 
of the Alberta Chamber of Resources; Ruth Kelly, president of 
Venture Publishing Inc.; Jeremy Heigh, principal economist and 
founder, Sift Every Thing Corporation; and John Swendsen, vice-
chairman, corporate and investment banking, National Bank of 
Canada. We’ve been meeting today, and we will continue to meet 
until 9 o’clock tonight. There is our panel – it’s a bit like Dragons’ 
Den – and we’ve pulled them out for an hour to watch question 
period. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View, 
followed by Edmonton-Decore. 

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Some of you 
will have met Eric Musekamp and Darlene Dunlop yesterday. 
They’re here to advocate for responsible legislation to protect 
farm workers and also to honour the International Day of 
Mourning next week for dead and injured workers. This morning 
they were on the Legislature steps, where a documentary film-
maker is making a trailer to be shown at the Global Visions Film 
Festival for a proposed feature-length film with the National Film 
Board on the plight of farm workers in Alberta. I’ll ask them to 
rise and receive the warm welcome of the Legislature. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore, followed 
by Edmonton-Strathcona. 
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Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour and 
privilege to rise today to introduce to you and through you to all 
Members of the Legislative Assembly 11 representatives from 
Edmonton’s Chinese community here in celebration of their 100 
years of history in our great capital city. The Chinese population 
in Edmonton has grown along with our city, and they have 
developed strong organizations to assist them to promote and 
preserve their culture and to support one another in their chosen 
country. 
 My guests are seated in the members’ gallery, and I would ask 
them to please rise as I mention their names: Mrs. Mei Hung, 
president of the Chinese Benevolent Association; Mr. Games 
Choy, vice-president of the Chinese Benevolent Association; Mr. 
Lap Check Kwong, national chairman of the Chinese Freemasons 
Society; Mr. Ken Kwong, chairman of the Dart Coon Club, 
Edmonton chapter; Mr. Henry Fung, president of Edmonton 
Chinatown Multicultural Centre; Mr. Frank Gee, chairman of Gee 
Association of Edmonton; Mr. Donald Mah, chairman of Mah 
Society of Edmonton; Mr. Dan Wong, chairman of Wong’s 
Benevolent Association; Mr. Allan Kwan, president of Assist 
Community Services Centre; Mr. Raymond Ng, president of 
Edmonton Chinese News community newspapers; Mrs. Barbara 
Fung, public relations person for the Chinese Freemasons Society 
and Dart Coon Club. I would now ask the Assembly to please give 
them the traditional warm welcome.  Thank you. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, 
followed by Calgary-Buffalo. 

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two introductions 
today. First, I’m very pleased to introduce to you and through you 
to this Assembly my guest Jim Brenan. Jim is the chair of theatre, 
speech, and music performance at Mount Royal University. Due 
to recent provincial budget cuts to postsecondary education Mount 
Royal University has had to cut diplomas in jazz and theatre. This 
threatens the very existence of Calgary’s Shakespeare in the Park 
festival, which has been running for 40 years and hosted 45,000 
people last year. By cutting these programs, 120 seats will be 
reduced from Mount Royal, and many of the arts students will 
have to leave Calgary for study. I would now ask Jim to rise and 
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly. 
 As well, Mr. Speaker, I’m very pleased to introduce to you and 
through you to this Assembly my guests from the Coalition for 
Action on Post-Secondary Education. CAPSE is returning to the 
Legislature today to remind the Legislature that the government of 
Alberta has solutions to the financial problems before it that do 
not involve imposing cuts to its postsecondary system. They are 
also here to provide a representative face to the over 67 per cent of 
Edmontonians who oppose these cuts. I would now ask my guests 
to rise as I call their names: William Anselmi, Cressida Heyes, 
Natasha Hurley, Carolyn Sale, and Janice Williamson. I would ask 
everybody to join me in welcoming them to the Legislature. 

head: Ministerial Statements 

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Human Services. 

 National Day of Mourning 

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Sunday, April 28, is a 
sombre day across our nation as we pause to commemorate all the 
men and women and children whose lives have been forever 
altered by workplace fatalities, injuries, and illnesses. Sunday is 
the National Day of Mourning, a day that we recognize the 

tremendous loss experienced by far too many Canadian families 
each year. We think of those whose mother, father, sibling, or 
loved one failed to come home from work healthy or, worse, 
failed to come home at all. 
 We do not have to ask for whom the bell tolls. Death or injury 
in the workplace affects us all. It weakens the strength of our 
families, our communities, our province, and our country. But a 
workplace fatality affects none of us so much as the family left 
behind. The constant reminders of a lost loved one throughout the 
year are the tears and memories rather than the warm embrace or 
the bright future. When a loved one is killed on the job or when an 
injury or illness snatches away their quality of life, a family is 
shattered, children left without a parent. The fibres of our 
community are stretched. Tensions rise. Loss, anger, and fear fray 
the bonds that were once thought of as strong and unbreakable. 
1:50 

 The National Day of Mourning, founded by the Canadian Union 
of Public Employees and the Canadian Labour Congress, is meant 
to help ensure that we as individuals and as communities 
understand those challenges and help with those challenges. It’s 
meant to remind us that despite our losses and our pain, there is a 
community of support in Alberta and across the country that can 
help guide us through our sadness and, more, provide help and 
support where needed. 
 Our government is committed to help strengthen those families 
and communities by enabling and encouraging all members of our 
society to help one another and to improve the social policies at 
the very foundation of our strength. Although today is a reminder 
of those we’ve lost, it’s also a challenge to us to protect the living, 
to maintain constant vigilance in our goal of ensuring that every 
working Albertan is able to arrive home safely at the end of each 
and every working day, that each of us as an employer, as a 
worker needs to make safety our first priority. 
 As a government we are demonstrating this commitment in a 
number of ways. There are no excuses, no accidents, and no 
circumstances under which a workplace death or injury can be 
accepted. I’m confident that our fellow Albertans and Canadians 
will take some solace in the efforts that we’re using to make our 
communities safer places in which to work. Those efforts include 
ongoing improvements to our employer records database, an 
approach which makes companies accountable by making their 
safety records publicly available. 
 We’re improving our occupational health and safety measures, 
including the hiring of additional officers. This means more 
rigorous and focused investigation procedures and some of the 
most stringent compliance enforcement measures of any juris-
diction in Canada. Those measures include fines of up to $10,000 
for repeated violations of safety legislation and are intended to 
send a clear message to workers and employers. The message is 
this. Those who senselessly risk the health and safety of others 
will be held accountable, and the cost to them for doing so will be 
far greater than the cost of doing business in a safe and healthy 
manner. 
 Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all of my Legislature colleagues I 
offer my most heartfelt sympathies to those whose lives have been 
forever changed by workplace injuries and fatalities. Last year 
there were 145 fatalities in Alberta. Each one of those fatalities 
was preventable. Each one of them diminished our province and 
our lives, and we are committed to changing that. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner on 
behalf of the Wildrose opposition. Thank you. 
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Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Minister, 
for rising to commemorate this occasion. Nothing we say here will 
erase the pain families of Albertans killed in the workplace live 
with every day. Yesterday I shared a story of a friend of mine. Mel 
Ondryk was probably not all that different from many of the 
workers who are killed on the job in Alberta: hard working, hum-
ble, dependable, professional. 
 In a workplace like the Legislature a momentary lapse in 
judgment might earn you some scorn and ridicule from the other 
side, maybe even a bad headline or two. I learned that pretty 
quickly. But at workplaces like Mel’s a momentary lapse can cost 
you your life. That’s why safety is so important and why we mark 
the National Day of Mourning to assess where we are in regard to 
workplace safety and what more we can do. 
 Mr. Speaker, I owned and operated an oil field services trucking 
company for 25 years. Mel lost his life while working with me, 
I’m sad to say. Over the years I witnessed a lot of dangerous situ-
ations unfold that were completely avoidable. Because of that, I 
did all I could to put safety first. 
 There are many reasons why accidents happen. Most have to do 
with pressure: pressure from field supervisors, from managers, 
from customers, pressure to get the job done quicker. But that can 
never be an excuse. The very best are the ones who say: I don’t 
care what pressure there is; I’m going do this by the book. That 
can’t be an attitude just for front-line workers. It must be a culture 
from the top down. If you’re a boss, talk to your staff. Find out 
what challenges they face. Never put them in a situation where 
they have to compromise safety. If you’re a worker, talk to your 
boss. Speak up. Stand up for yourself. Don’t be pressured into 
cutting corners. 
 Wildrose supports measures to make companies more account-
able for their safety records. 
 I encourage Albertans to take time on the National Day of 
Mourning, on Sunday, to think about what they can do on their 
own job sites to protect one another. 
 Thank you. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View. 

Dr. Swann: Thank you. Can I respond to the minister? 

The Speaker: Hon. members, I would anticipate that the tradition 
should now be followed, and that is to ask for unanimous consent 
to allow the other two opposition parties a moment to have one of 
their representatives speak to this very serious issue. I will ask you 
one question. Is anyone opposed to granting unanimous consent 
for the other two opposition parties to offer their comments on this 
issue? 

[Unanimous consent granted] 

The Speaker: Calgary-Mountain View, please proceed. 

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to respond 
on this soon to be International Day of Mourning for worker 
deaths and injuries. Last year in Alberta 20 people and a similar 
number of companies were convicted or under active investigation 
for various offences under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 
for causing workplace fatalities and injuries. Sadly, none of these 
investigations or enforcements applied to industrial farming opera-
tions. This is because still in 2013 agricultural operations are 
explicitly exempted from these laws for reasons that only this 
Conservative government can answer. 
 Industrial farming operations contributed in the last 20 years to 
355 deaths, over 12,000 hospitalizations, and hundreds of millions 

of dollars of public cost according to the most recent report of the 
Alberta Centre for Injury Control & Research. The unique negli-
gence of the Alberta government in relation to paid farm workers 
is now well known across Canada and widely condemned by those 
who respect international standards of human rights, worker 
rights, and Charter rights. 
 In an upcoming international conference in Florida two occupa-
tional health experts, Dr. Shirley McDonald of the University of 
British Columbia and Dr. Bob Barnetson of Athabasca University, 
will tell delegates that Alberta officials justify the exclusion of 
paid agricultural workers from basic health and safety rights on 
the basis of three myths. 
 Myth 1, education is better than regulation. The evidence shows 
that both education and regulations work synergistically to signifi-
cantly reduce injury and death. Myth 2, farms cannot be regulated. 
The fact is that every other Canadian province has a combination 
of both education and regulation. Myth 3, farmers don’t want and 
can’t afford regulation. In fact, the Wild Rose Agricultural Produ-
cers have again unanimously called on government to work with 
producers and bring in responsible occupational health and safety 
and child labour standards, which would not only save lives but 
protect owners from criminal negligence charges. Enlightened 
governments know that occupational health and safety benefits 
employers, employees, and all society. 
 We await the time when this government exercises its fiduciary 
duty to both farm workers and farm owners and moves the agri-
cultural industry into the 21st century. Government carries the 
responsibility for protecting basic human rights and workplace 
equitably across this great province. Sufficient, qualified, and 
committed occupational health and safety staff are needed to 
accomplish this important responsibility. Political leadership is 
needed in Alberta today if we are to ensure our great agricultural 
enterprise meets its goal of becoming an ethical industry. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona. 

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As we recognize and pay 
tribute to workers killed, injured, or who become ill because of 
their work, I join with Canadians across the country to anticipate 
marking the National Day of Mourning. To give honour to this 
tribute, it is important for us to note that much work remains to be 
done to make Alberta’s workplaces safe and healthy. 
 The reality is that Alberta as a province has among the highest 
workplace death rates in Canada. As things stand now, we also 
have some of the weakest standards and weakest rules in the 
country. We remain the only province in the nation that does not 
legislate mandatory work site health and safety committees, there-
by withholding a fundamental tool that workers in every other 
province in the country use to keep themselves safe. 
2:00 

 As well, the safety of farm workers in this province is another 
issue that this government is ignoring. Fatalities on Alberta farms, 
as tragic as they are, are preventable with the proper legislation to 
protect those workers. Instead of keeping their promise to include 
farm workers in safety legislation, this government has recently 
taken active steps to preclude public access to information about 
farm fatalities. 
 No one should have to fear for their life as they do their job, Mr. 
Speaker. Risks and possibilities of danger must be eliminated. 
Workers need to know they can demand safety measures to reduce 
hazards or threats to themselves or their co-workers. This govern-
ment must improve safety standards and then invest adequate 
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resources to enforce those standards that keep workplaces safe. 
The safety of workers should never be sacrificed in the name of 
cost savings. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we reflect and mourn those who have lost their 
lives and the families who have lost their loved ones, let us com-
mit to ensure the safety of our workers and prevent as many tragic 
accidents as we can because, as we all know, one death is too 
many. 
 I would also like to extend an invitation to all Alberta workers, 
including those in this House, to attend the formal day of mourn-
ing ceremony and tribute being put on by the Canadian Labour 
Congress at Grant Notley park this Sunday at 1:30 in the after-
noon. 
 Thank you. 

The Speaker: Hon. members, thank you for those recognitions. 
Please be advised that the flags that fly on this glorious building, 
the Alberta Legislature Building, will be lowered from sunrise to 
sunset in recognition of this day on Sunday. 

head: Oral Question Period 

The Speaker: The Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition. 
First main set of questions. 

 Support for Couples Aging in Long-term Care 

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, a family doctor contacted the Wildrose 
opposition to advocate on behalf of his patients on an urgent 
matter. I want to tell you about a couple in Crowsnest Pass. This 
couple has been married for 63 years and rarely ever spent time 
apart. The 90-year-old husband has Parkinson’s, but he’s able to 
get along quite well with minimal help. His wife, though, has 
terminal cancer and is very ill. Their doctor has been able to keep 
them together in the local long-term care facility for the last two 
months, but the AHS superboard has now told the husband that he 
has to move out next week. To the minister: why can’t they stay 
together for the time that they have left? 

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, I’m unaware of this particular situation, 
and I’d certainly be happy to look into it if the hon. member 
would like to provide me with the details. What I can tell you is 
that we are working very hard to allow couples to stay together as 
long as possible, particularly in very tragic circumstances like the 
ones that have been described. Because of the demand for continu-
ing care across the province, we do have a first available bed 
policy that Alberta Health Services has in effect, but I know they 
make every effort to ensure, particularly in very difficult circum-
stances such as these, that couples are not unnecessarily separated. 

Ms Smith: I’ll just give a bit more detail, Mr. Speaker. Their 
doctor has found a way to keep them together for the last two 
months by having them in community support beds in the long-
term care facility. It’s worked well, but AHS rules say that these 
beds can only be occupied for a maximum of two months, which 
seems kind of arbitrary. The husband isn’t blocking access to any-
one else. There are 20 empty beds at this facility. Will the minister 
step in and make the caring and decent decision to allow this 
couple to spend their last days together? 

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, certainly there are situations 
where exceptions should be granted. As I said, I don’t have any 
specific information about this case. If the family physician or the 
hon. member wants to provide me with more details, I’ll certainly 
look into it. 

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the minister’s undertaking. I 
just want to get on the record a couple of last details. To add insult 
to injury, if the husband is forced out, he is going to have to take a 
taxi over to see his wife, plus pay additional charges every day for 
his meals. Meanwhile, of course, they’ve raised the issue of the 
AHS health executives who still do enjoy their lavish expense 
accounts. I want to get an undertaking from the minister, because 
this is not the only issue we’ll raise today. Will he agree to put pa-
tients first, give local caregivers the power to serve their patients 
the way they want to with compassion and with respect? 

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, as I said, I don’t have the particulars of 
this case. I’d be pleased to look into it. As Leader of the Official 
Opposition I’m sure the hon. member would not expect me to 
have those details at hand. If her intention is to raise awareness 
about a particular constituent in this province and their issues, 
she’s accomplished that. There are ways to do that more directly, 
and I’d invite her to provide the details to my office. 

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition. Second 
main set of questions. 

Ms Smith: I certainly will give the minister the information he 
needs. I hope he can help out. 

 Prescription Drug Coverage 

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, there are also more stories coming in 
about the mess that the Minister of Health has created with generic 
drugs. In a few moments you’ll hear about one such story from 
one of our MLAs. The mess is bad enough, but the government 
has made it worse with an advertising campaign that distorts 
what’s really going on. Here’s what one pharmacist had to say 
about that, and I quote: maybe instead of spending $400,000 to 
advertise how great these generic cuts are, you could have 
invested the money into pharmacy to allow us to provide 
much-needed care for our patients. What does the minister have to 
say about that? 

Mr. Horne: Well, what we have to say, Mr. Speaker, is that we 
just added $40 million in additional benefits to pharmacists to 
enable them to work through the transition to lower generic drug 
prices. As the hon. member knows, that is on top of the over $80 
million that has been provided over the last few years. The very 
specific reason that we are taking these measures is to allow 
pharmacists to be paid directly for many of the services that they 
have provided for free to Albertans over the years. That can only 
be accomplished if we as payers on behalf of taxpayers have 
access to lower generic drug prices. 

Ms Smith: The problem is, Mr. Speaker, that the claims being 
made by the Premier and her Health minister are just not true. 
 Here is an example of the government misleading the public in 
its advertising. The government claims that their changes will 
have limited financial impact on pharmacies, but the fact is that 
the average pharmacy will see a loss of annual revenue of about 
$600,000. How can the minister expect pharmacies to survive with 
that kind of loss? 

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, this might be a good opportunity to help 
inform the hon. member about some of the facts. First of all – and 
I don’t know where she’s getting her information – there is no 
evidence that has been presented to me to suggest that $600,000 is 
the average loss in rebates that pharmacists would experience. In 
fact, the nature of those payments, which are rebates – they are 
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financial transactions between individual pharmacies and distribu-
tors – is not transparent. That’s data that’s not available to us. 
That’s not right. That’s why we don’t have the lowest generic 
prices that we should have. We’re going to invest the money that 
we do save in expanding pharmacy services in the province. 

Ms Smith: Well, I’m getting my information from the Phar-
macists Association of Alberta, whom the minister claims he’s 
been listening to and consulting with. Clearly not, because the 
government claims other jurisdictions like Ontario are reducing 
prices, too, yet have more pharmacies open. But here’s the truth. 
Ontario pharmacists are allowed to charge higher dispensing fees, 
so they have higher revenues, and even then Ontario’s pharmacy 
wages and hours have been reduced, pharmacy unemployment is 
up, and, more importantly, Ontario’s price reductions were to 25 
per cent, not 18 per cent like Alberta’s. Why does the minister 
keep distorting the truth? 

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, we’ll leave that last comment aside for 
a moment. 
 The fact of the matter is that we in Alberta have followed the 
lead of other jurisdictions like Ontario, which began many years 
ago to reduce generic drug prices. I don’t think any member on 
this side of the House wants our pharmacists to continue to rely on 
rebates and other under-the-table payments that are not transparent 
to the public, that result not only in higher drug prices for 
government and for Albertans who pay out of pocket and for em-
ployers but also deny pharmacists the opportunity to be paid for 
the very professional services they do provide. Our pharmacists 
deserve better. They are getting better as a result of this plan. 
We’ll continue to work with them directly. 

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposi-
tion. Third main set of questions. 

Ms Smith: The problem is that there is a limit to how low you can 
go, and the minister’s plan goes too far. 

 Provincial Fiscal Policies 

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, Albertans know that the Premier’s ex-
cuse for borrowing billions of dollars in the back-in-debt budget is 
phony. It’s the unicorn of Alberta politics. Even the former Fi-
nance minister, Lloyd Snelgrove, was critical of his former 
colleagues for using the bitumen bubble as an excuse. He correctly 
pointed out that the spread between bitumen prices and 
conventional prices has been a fact in the real world for years. We 
pointed out that the spread on budget day was almost the same as 
the spread on election day, when the Premier was making all of 
those promises to spend, spend, spend. Will the Premier now 
concede that we’re going into debt because she’s spending too 
much? 

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, the fascinating thing is that between 
election day and budget day there was an entire 12 months of an 
increasing differential that impacted our revenue to the tune of $6 
billion. Not only that; let’s just look at the newspaper today, Brian 
Ferguson, CEO of Cenovus. It says: “Cenovus predicts the 
differential – which on Wednesday stood at about $18 . . . will 
widen again in the last half of this year.” He said: “All things tak-
en as a whole, we’re expecting that supply will increase somewhat 
more than demand.” I’m going to take Brian Ferguson’s advice 
from Cenovus well before the Leader of the Opposition’s. 

2:10 

Ms Smith: The fact of the matter is that the bitumen spread has 
been there for decades, Premier. 
 When we raise the issue of debt and borrowing, the Premier 
with the backing of her Finance minister insists it’s a good idea to 
borrow. Of course, that wasn’t what they were saying during the 
election a year ago. But if the government cut its wasteful spend-
ing on things like layers of managers managing managers, on 
things like corporate welfare, it could pay cash for core govern-
ment responsibilities like building schools and hospitals. Wouldn’t 
that be better? 

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, one of the things that was very 
exciting in this budget was the fact that we made a commitment to 
continue to invest in the infrastructure that matters to build 
Alberta, unlike the opposition. But on top of that, let’s remember 
– oh, I don’t know – that on budget day we kept spending to zero 
whereas the opposition suggested that spending should increase to 
population plus inflation. On top of that, we’ve enhanced savings, 
saving $24 billion. [interjections] We continue to increase funding 
for education and health care. We have a deal with teachers and 
with doctors to ensure that we keep our fiscal framework strong. 
That’s something we’re proud of. [interjections] 

The Speaker: I see the usual Thursday afternoon chorus is alive 
and well. 
 Hon. members, on a more serious note the Member for Airdrie 
rose on a point of order at 2:11:30, and that has been noted. 
 Let’s go on with your final question, hon. leader. 

Ms Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, Albertans aren’t nearly so enthu-
siastic about the government’s direction on finances. Only 13 per 
cent approve of the direction. 
 Earlier in the week the Energy minister pretty much admitted 
that future bitumen revenues will not be high enough to save 
them. If the Premier refuses to prioritize spending, as we’ve sug-
gested, how will they ever stop the downward spiral of constant 
deficits and ballooning debt? 

Ms Redford: In estimates two weeks ago we had a fascinating 
discussion where the Leader of the Opposition used exactly the 
same language, and this is what she said: we would prioritize 
spending on infrastructure and find the savings on services some-
where else. Well, I don’t know about them, Mr. Speaker, but from 
our perspective we weren’t going to cut $6 billion in services to 
Albertans because we’re committed to savings, to building 
Alberta, to supporting families and communities, to ensuring that 
schools and hospitals continue to open. We will build for the fu-
ture because that’s the commitment that we made to Albertans. 

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the Alberta Liberal opposition, 
followed by the New Democratic leader. 

 Political Party Donations 

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. According to a story by 
Chuck Rusnell of CBC it appears that in exchange for major 
financial donations to a leadership campaign a promise was made 
to amend Alberta’s labour legislation. To the Premier: was this 
promise to amend Alberta’s labour legislation made in return for a 
campaign donation? 

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, I saw part of this story. Do you want 
me to answer this or not? 
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The Speaker: Well, I think we all know the rule about campaign 
donations and political party references and so on. But if you wish 
to . . . [interjections] Excuse me. The chorus does not get an 
encore. 
 If you wish to provide an answer, I welcome you. 

Ms Redford: I will. Mr. Speaker, I saw a copy of this story this 
morning. In fact, I welcome the report. What did this report say? It 
said that someone made a political contribution and, as a result of 
that, expected to get access. As far as I can tell, the story was that 
they didn’t. That’s a good system. That’s what we’re proud of. 
That’s what change looks like. We’re going to continue to do the 
work that’s right for Albertans. 

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, according to the story they had 
access. A commitment was made. It was reflected in the party’s 
platform. People are just so cynical in this province. One political 
commentator says that this is just how things are done in this 
province, behind the scenes. When all of these types of campaign 
donations are made, Premier, how do Albertans trust this Premier 
and this government when each day brings a new scandal? How, 
Premier? 

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, as far as I can tell, what each day 
brings is another story in the newspaper that the opposition brings 
up to try to get some political traction. This story today exactly 
proves the point that that’s not the way that business should be 
done. It’s not the way that we are involved in doing public policy. 
It is not something we subscribe to or support in any way. And it 
simply did not happen and will not happen in the future. 

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, we had illegal campaign donations. 
We’ve had a $430,000 donation. We’ve had Tobaccogate. We’ve 
had all these kinds of election campaign finance issues. You just 
passed legislation recently, Premier. You could still drive a 
$430,000 truck through that legislation. Premier, my question to 
you: what other decisions are for sale in this province under your 
leadership? Come on, Premier. 

Ms Redford: None, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the New Democrat opposition, 
followed by Innisfail-Sylvan Lake. 

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Unlike the leader of 
the Liberals I actually have the documents. 
 Now, this morning more revelations of shady backroom politics 
came to light, this time involving years of collusion between a 
coalition of big construction companies and the PCs. During her 
PC leadership campaign the Premier accepted $26,900 from the 
Construction Competitiveness Coalition and its members. At the 
same time she assured this coalition that she supported their 
antiunion agenda and then included proposals in the PC election 
platform that were almost word for word. Can the Premier tell us 
why she promised big construction corporations to bring in union-
busting amendments . . . 

The Speaker: The hon. Premier. 

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, the only fact in that entire ques-
tion is that there was, in fact, a political contribution. We, our 
party, before any other party, before there were even rules in 
place, ensured that we disclosed those contributions. That was 
consistent then with amendments that we made to the Election 
Act. 

 The other thing, again, is that it proves the point. Even though 
people may choose to participate in the political process, there is 
no reason to ever presume, as this story shows today, that that will 
do anything more than allow them to feel like good, solid citizens. 

The Speaker: The hon. leader. 

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The fact that 
they revealed it doesn’t change the fact that they got them. 
 Following large, ongoing donations to the PCs members of the 
antiunion construction coalition received about $1 billion in grants 
and contracts over a six-year period. On top of that, they received 
a promise to make union-busting revisions to the labour code in 
this Progressive Conservative platform from the last election. Will 
the Premier admit that the donations from the antiunion construc-
tion coalition not only got them their contracts but also got them 
the promise of labour code reviews intending to facilitate union-
busting by these antiunion construction companies? 

Speaker’s Ruling 
Questions about Political Party Activity 

The Speaker: Hon. member, please review your third question 
because if it’s along the same lines, it won’t be allowed. The rules 
specifically say: no questions with respect to political parties or 
political party donations. We’ve talked about this before, so please 
rethink, recraft your question. You’re a veteran; you’ll figure it 
out. 
 Hon. Minister of Human Services, if you wish to respond. 

 Political Party Donations 
(continued) 

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes. And I guess 
that would mean it would be totally inappropriate for me to men-
tion that the AFL gave the NDP $30,000 in 2012. [interjections] 

Speaker’s Ruling 
Questions about Political Party Activity 

The Speaker: Hon. members, you can see that if I allow 
something like that on one side of the House, I have to allow it on 
the other side. Then you can see what happens between members 
of this House. Please. 
 So let us remember that there are rules in our practice of 
parliament books. Those rules and those guidelines exist for a 
reason, and it is exactly to prevent outbursts like we just had 
during the Liberal leader’s questions, during the NDP leader’s 
questions, and certainly during the Minister of Human Services’ 
answer. 
 Hon. Minister of Human Services, would you like to conclude 
your answer now, bearing in mind the rules and practices? 

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m glad we’re very clear 
on that now. 

 Political Party Donations 
(continued) 

Mr. Hancock: What I’d like to indicate to this hon. member is 
that there’s no surprise in this. We for two years have been 
talking. The Competiveness Council provided a brief to govern-
ment some two years ago, and the previous minister opened up a 
discussion on that. We’ve had the discussion with the building 
trades council, with unions. We’ve had letter-writing campaigns. 
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We’ve had open, transparent discussions. Everybody involved 
now knows that Andy Sims is mediating the process. There’s 
nothing hidden here, and there’s no special . . . 

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the New Democrat opposition. 
2:20 

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, we know 
that the PCs have received $186,750 in something we’re not 
allowed to talk about from the antiunion construction coalition. 
Coincidentally, I’m sure they received not one but two reviews of 
the labour code intended to undermine the rights of working 
people and a campaign promise in the PC platform document to 
allow union-busting. To the Premier: now that Albertans know 
how this government makes policy, will she finally do the right 
thing and ban corporate and union election donations, including 
for leadership races? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister briefly. I think the ND leader got 
his point onto the record, and I’m prepared to move on, but if you 
can do something briefly to comment, I invite you to offer your 
comment. 

Mr. Hancock: Briefly is very difficult for me, Mr. Speaker, but I 
would like to say this. Nothing has been bought, nothing is bought 
in this government in terms of policy. We have had a very clear, 
very open, very transparent process in which there’s been no 
secret about the fact that the Competitiveness Council wanted 
change, there’s been no secret in the fact that many of the things 
they asked for are not happening, and there’s no secret in the fact 
that there has been discussion with all parties very publicly . . . 

The Speaker: Wonderful. Thank you. 

 Support for Couples Aging in Long-term Care 
(continued) 

Mrs. Towle: Babe is a 96-year-old World War II veteran current-
ly in a private care facility and on the waiting list for extended 
care. Fran, the love of his life for 71 years, was put into extended 
care in October. When Babe can visit Fran, they find comfort 
holding each other’s hands even though Babe can no longer 
express his words and Fran is confused. Babe and Fran deserve to 
be together. How many other Alberta couples, having spent 
decades together, will have to spend their last days apart because 
this government will not make it a priority to keep them together? 

Mr. VanderBurg: Well, Mr. Speaker, we have known going back 
to 2010 of the issue that we’re facing today, and that’s an aging 
population. Since 2010 this government has made a commitment 
to build a thousand new spaces each and every year. Every one of 
the new facilities and every one of the facilities that we co-
announce with opposition members and members on this side, 
mayors, community members, all have spaces for couples. We 
know we have to get our stock of couples’ residences higher, and 
we’re going to. 

Mrs. Towle: Well, given that recently released documents show 
that the policy allowing seniors to be placed in care facilities up to 
a hundred kilometres away from their home was supposed to be an 
interim policy to deal with bed shortages during the H1N1 pan-
demic, which was four years ago, and given that couples in the 
last years of their life are still ending up 200 kilometres apart, why 
does the minister allow this so-called interim policy to continue 
well after the pandemic has ended? 

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, I have an idea of the document the hon. 
member is referring to. It’s from 2009. 
 The hon. member should well know that the demand for 
continuing care spaces in Alberta is very high. There is a first 
available bed policy that’s in effect. As the associate minister has 
indicated, today’s modern facilities, the thousand spaces that 
we’re opening each year, offer opportunities for couples to stay 
together because we recognize that need, Mr. Speaker. That’s 
what leadership in continuing care is about. 

Mrs. Towle: Couples are separated every day, Mr. Speaker, and 
given that in 2009, when the hundred-kilometre placement policy 
came into effect, Alberta Health Services said, and I quote, that 
Alberta Health Services is committed to getting these clients back 
into their community of choice as soon as there is relief from the 
unique H1N1 pandemic pressure, will the minister scrap the 
hundred-kilometre rule immediately, or will he continue this 
government’s cruel policy of divorce by nursing home? 

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, what we will continue to do is 
what we have been doing; that is, increasing continuing care 
spaces at a rate not seen anywhere else in this country on a per 
capita basis. I’m sure all of us would welcome the opportunity in 
question period to stand up and talk about the very specific details 
of constituents. If the hon. member’s question is about policy, 
she’s aware of the policy that’s in effect. It’s nothing any of us 
want to continue longer than possible, but it is a necessary 
response to a very temporary situation. 

The Speaker: Hon. members, please review your questions from 
here on out because I’m going to clamp down on supplementals. 
We’re running late today. 
 We’re going to call and recognize yesterday’s champion of no 
preambles to supplementaries, the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Mill Woods. 

Mr. Quadri: I’ve got lots of preambles today. 

 Access to International Markets 

Mr. Quadri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the CEO of a 
leading Alberta energy company raised concerns about the threat 
to our economy of the bitumen bubble and that Alberta lacks 
market access. This is an issue that concerns everyone who has 
looked at it seriously, including industry, economists, and 
financial institutions. That has not only had a serious impact on 
Alberta’s revenue outlook, with a $6.2 billion drop this year, but 
it’s also had a big impact on our federal partner in Ottawa as well. 
To the Premier. We know that all those who would like to build 
walls around Alberta like to deny that there are problems. 

The Speaker: Hon. member, we were hoping for a repeat 
performance, but we’re not getting it. 
 Hon. Premier, if you wish to respond. 

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, the unique challenge that we’ve 
always faced in Alberta is that we’re an export-driven economy. 
When we face some of these difficult financial challenges, one of 
the things that we need to do is make sure that we’re putting 
strategies in place to allow our markets to continue to grow. That, 
of course, is why we understood in the last election that we 
couldn’t live within our borders, that we couldn’t build firewalls 
or perhaps other kinds of fires, and that we needed to make sure 
that we were building markets. That’s why we have incredible 
work going on in our government in our international offices on 
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Keystone, on pipelines to the east, on pipelines to the north, and 
on Gateway. That’s what allows us to continue to have the quality 
of life that we’re entitled to. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods. 

Mr. Quadri: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: 
given that yesterday a report surfaced that indicated that Alberta is 
looking to do even more to build international markets and given 
that the budget increased funding to strengthen Alberta’s presence 
and growth and to diversify markets in Asia and the United States, 
do Albertans receive tangible benefits from the work that takes 
place outside our borders? 

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, I am sure that the hon. member will 
not be surprised to hear that the answer to that question is yes, we 
do receive tangible benefits. We see that every day in Washington 
and Quebec and New Brunswick, where we have strong partner-
ships with people that understand what our environmental record 
is, that we’re important economic partners, and that the economic 
engine of Canada, right now located in Alberta, can share the 
wealth across this country so that we can have refining in Quebec, 
refining in New Brunswick, and exports to Asia. That’s an 
international strategy outside of our borders, and that’s what 
matters to Albertans. 

Mr. Quadri: Mr. Speaker, can the Premier explain how Albertans 
can understand the important opportunity that exists international-
ly and how small- and medium-sized businesses can get help from 
the government to gain a competitive edge in those markets? 

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, one of the things that’s very 
important for us to understand if we look at Alberta’s economy is 
that everything doesn’t happen only through energy, and every-
thing doesn’t happen only in very large corporations. It’s very 
important for us to be working with agricultural producers, with 
companies that are exporting to Asia such as honey producers, that 
have very successful markets. The only way that we can ensure 
that we’re finding customers and supporting those trade strategies 
is to have international offices with people that understand Alber-
ta’s businesses and economy and to make sure that that ongoing 
relationship continues to expand markets in lots of commodities 
around the world. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two 
Hills, followed by Calgary-Bow. 

 Police Integrated Information Initiative 

Mr. Saskiw: This Justice minister is now infamous for throwing 
tens of millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money down the drain. 
For several years this government, including the Premier when she 
was Justice minister, spent at least $69 million on a police inte-
grated information system, known as API3, but then scrapped the 
project. That’s money spent on nothing just like the $10 million 
spent on not building the police college in Fort Macleod. What 
excuse does this progressive Justice minister have for his reckless 
incompetence in spending hard-earned, taxpayers’ money? 

Mr. Denis: Well, Mr. Speaker, if anybody is incompetent, it’s this 
very member. [interjections] In fact, the $69 million: guess what? 
That can be used throughout this entire province. I invite him to 
go and contact the chief of the Calgary police, who has even 
indicated that . . . 

Speaker’s Ruling 
Inflammatory Language 

The Speaker: Hon. member, do you see what you’ve prompted 
with your reference to incompetence? Then we have another one 
firing back at your incompetence and his incompetence. It’s in that 
category of personal attack. 
 So craft your questions a little better, hon. members, and gov-
ernment members, craft your answers a little bit better. Don’t take 
the bait all the time, both ways. 
 Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills, let’s see how you do on your 
first supplementary. 

2:30 Police Integrated Information Initiative 
(continued) 

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the Premier was 
the Justice minister as the API3 program was being developed, 
can the current Justice minister clarify whether this million-dollar 
boondoggle occurred under his watch or hers? 

Mr. Denis: Actually, Mr. Speaker, the API3 program was found-
ed before either the Premier or myself was elected in 2006. 
 Regardless, there’s no money wasted here. The chief of Calgary 
police, Rick Hansen, has even said so publicly. I invite this mem-
ber to check his quotes in the Herald. He has indicated that he can 
use the coding from the actual API3 system and much of the 
hardware can be used throughout much of the entire government, 
so this member’s statements are inaccurate. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the Calgary 
Police Service cited that the API3 project would help – and I 
quote – increase public safety and enhance efficiency and 
effectiveness, can the minister explain how he’s going to fill these 
gaps in the justice system now that millions spent on the project 
have been flushed down the drain? 

Mr. Denis: Well, again, Mr. Speaker, I don’t know which inaccu-
racy to talk about first, but perhaps this member would first want 
to talk about his party’s weak and soft record on crime, the fact 
that his leader wanted to go and create a red-light district, the fact 
that he wanted less enforcement on highway 63. [interjections] No 
matter what this member does, we’re continuing with enforcement 
in this area. [interjections] 

The Speaker: All right. Let’s just take a few seconds to cool off. 
Alberta is sunny Alberta, but it’s also been known to be cool 
Alberta. Ah, I feel better. I’m sure you do as well. Let us move on. 
 Calgary-Bow, followed by Calgary-Buffalo. 

 Support for Volunteer Organizations 

Ms DeLong: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. This week is 
National Volunteer Week, and across the province Albertans are 
honouring the amazing volunteers who make a difference in their 
communities. Every year these volunteers make it possible for our 
citizens to access programs and services worth an estimated $9 
billion, supporting youth and families and keeping our province 
strong. My question is to the Minister of Culture. Given the 
incredible contribution of our nonprofit volunteer sector, how can 
you justify cuts to grants that are so vital to helping volunteer 
organizations achieve their goals? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 
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Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, volunteers do 
indeed make our province hum, and I’m so thankful for everything 
they do. That’s why funding has been maintained to many of our 
community investment programs, including the francophone 
community and arts and heritage programs – those are very, very 
important programs – as well as the community initiatives pro-
gram and the community facility enhancement program. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Ms DeLong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Minister of 
Culture: why was the community spirit program, one of the few 
programs where Albertans helped to determine where dollars went 
through their donations, eliminated? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, that was a 
really difficult decision to make as a minister, but we know that 
$65 million now has been allocated towards the core programs 
and services that community initiatives and community facility 
enhancement do provide. As well, the applications for the commu-
nity spirit donation program are being processed. Those cheques 
are being mailed out in May. I want to note that Alberta has one of 
highest charitable tax credits in all of Canada, and I know 
Albertans will continue to donate to their charities of choice. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Ms DeLong: Thank you. To the same minister: what is this 
government doing to ensure that the nonprofit, voluntary sector 
remains viable for future generations of Albertans? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are indeed 
committed to helping Albertans now and into the future. One of 
the things that we have is community development officers that 
are across Alberta. They will assist organizations with fundraising, 
strategic development, and board development. As well, the 
government has incredible partnerships with organizations like the 
Alberta nonprofit, voluntary sector, and I’m currently working 
with the Minister of Human Services on some other programs to 
engage and keep communication open with the nonprofit, 
voluntary sector. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall, followed by 
Edmonton-Strathcona. 

 Deerfoot Trail 

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Like the Fort Macleod police 
college, the Deerfoot Trail handover is something that we keep 
hearing about, but nothing ever really happens. To the Minister of 
Transportation: when is this now expected to occur, Mr. Minister? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 

Mr. McIver: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the hon. member 
knows, when he talks about the Deerfoot, it’s not a single location 
issue. There are a whole bunch of changes that eventually we’d 
like to make. I can tell the hon. member right now that there are 
big improvements going on as part of the southeast Calgary ring 
road project, with better interchanges between highway 22X and 
Deerfoot Trail that will accommodate a lot more traffic. Through 
that, Mr. Speaker, I also expect we’ll take off a lot of the truck 

traffic that ties up Deerfoot Trail, particularly during the rush 
hour, when that finishes by the end of this year. We’re hoping that 
will at least be one improvement although certainly not the last 
one. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The minister has said that 
before this happens, he will have to fix the problem with the Glen-
more Trail. But there was no money in the budget. Will he still fix 
the problem at the Glenmore Trail before he hands Deerfoot Trail 
to the city of Calgary? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 

Mr. McIver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the hon. member: I’m 
sure he’s aware, because we just finished estimates and we just 
finished quite a bit of discussion on the budget, that the Glenmore 
Trail interchange is not in the three-year plan, but we hope to get 
it in there in the future, and I thank the hon. member for the 
reminder of that project. It’s certainly something that we want to 
get done. 
 In terms of handing the Deerfoot Trail over to the city, that will 
happen at some point, we hope, in the future but not until after we 
have, I would hope, a good discussion with the city and try to 
actually come to an agreement on when that’ll happen. There is no 
date per se, Mr. Speaker, when we’re planning it. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that it costs about $4 
million a year to operate a freeway like Deerfoot and the road has 
some major design problems, will Calgary see any increase in 
transportation grants to help pay for the upkeep, or will those costs 
be downloaded to the city of Calgary? 

Mr. McIver: Well, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate that the hon. 
member wants to negotiate something here in the House when the 
discussions haven’t even begun yet with the city. Obviously, the 
question can’t be answered because the negotiations haven’t even 
begun, but I can you this. When we go ahead, we will talk to the 
city in advance. We’ll actually try to get their agreement, and 
when that will happen – again, I’ll repeat myself because the 
question was asked again – we don’t know, but we look forward 
to looking after the Deerfoot Trail very well until such time as we 
turn it over. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, 
followed by Cardston-Taber-Warner. 

 Child Poverty 

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A year and a half ago this 
Premier made a promise to end child poverty in five years. Since 
then not only has she allotted zero new dollars to this promise; 
she’s actually cut funding to countless programs which fight child 
poverty in Alberta. My question is to the Premier. Who promises 
to eliminate child poverty in five years, puts no money toward that 
promise, and cuts funding that currently exists? Who does that, 
Madam Premier? 

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, this is a typical NDP approach to 
policy, just add money and stir. What we’re actually doing is 
looking at every program that we have that affects children to 
determine how effective they’re being. We’re looking at a poverty 
strategy based on the social policy framework. [interjections] 
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We’re looking at that to determine how we can do better. We’re 
continuing the very good programs we have. There are a lot of 
good things happening. There will be more good things hap-
pening. But you don’t start by putting in billions of dollars. 
[interjections] 

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, you may be 
on the list later. We’ll give you a chance then if you want. 
 Hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, please proceed. 

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, given that this budget 
cuts child intervention, cuts support for youth in transition, cuts 
retraining for parents and poor families and given that this 
Premier’s social policy/public relations framework calls for 
government to, among other things, actually reduce its role as a 
funder of antipoverty initiatives, will the minister admit that not 
even his substantial rhetoric is enough to feed growing numbers of 
hungry children in Alberta? 

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, what I think Albertans understand 
and certainly what we understand from Albertans in the discus-
sions we’ve had through the social policy framework and others is 
that when you deal with issues like poverty, in particular child 
poverty, it has to be owned by the community. We have to come 
together to do these things. It’s not simply a matter of creating, for 
example, a school breakfast program that you apply right across 
the province at a substantial cost. You look at targeted programs. 
You look at communities coming together. You look at effective 
use of public resources to actually achieve results. That’s what 
we’re committed to doing. 

Ms Notley: Well, here are your results. Given that the number of 
Alberta children living in poverty has grown by 70 per cent in the 
last four years alone and given that this government has already 
had over 46 years to fix this problem, is the minister really trying 
to tell this House that the Premier broke her promise to children in 
this budget because you really have no idea about where to start 
the fight against poverty? Is that really what you’re telling us? 
2:40 

Mr. Hancock: No, Mr. Speaker, because the Premier did not 
break her promise. The Premier is keeping her promise to 
Alberta’s children. We are putting children first. We are making 
sure that our programs are effective and achieving results. Most 
importantly, we’re making sure that all Albertans come together in 
this very important battle to fight child poverty to make sure that 
each and every child has the opportunity to have a successful start 
because their successful start will be our successful future. 

 Provincial Labour Supply 

Mr. Bikman: Mr. Speaker, small business is the engine of our 
economy, encouraging competition, spurring innovation, and 
creating jobs. Two days ago CFIB’s report, Looking for Hire 
Ground, indicated that over half of all entrepreneurs in the west 
are giving up business opportunities due to the shortage of labour 
and skills. A stunning 84 per cent of small-business owners look-
ing for help in the last three years say that they’ve had difficulty 
finding new employees. Over two-thirds are hiring underqualified 
people. This government claims to be taking action. Why haven’t 
we seen better results? 

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, there are a number of answers to that 
question. We’ve done some very good work in conjunction with 
the federal government to change some of the rules so that we can 

get the skilled workers we need and make it easier for them to 
come. The helmets to hard hats program would be a good example 
of that, where people who have skills coming out of the armed 
services, whether they’re the Canadian or American armed 
services, can get the accreditation they need to put those skills to 
work here in Alberta. So there are a number of very successful 
recruitment programs happening. 
 We’re also, Mr. Speaker, working within Alberta to make sure 
that people, whether from the aboriginal community, perhaps, or 
persons with disabilities or women in rural areas, who haven’t had 
access to the skill sets that they need to get those jobs have proper 
programs to get that access, to get those skills. So Albertans 
working, Canadians working, and bringing in people from other 
jurisdictions that have the needed skills: that’s a comprehensive 
program, and it is working for Alberta. 

Mr. Bikman: Mr. Speaker, given that this labour shortage hurts 
not only our own provincial economy but Canada’s too and given 
that the Calgary Chamber of Commerce’s chief economist, often 
quoted here, calls the labour shortage a structural challenge, when 
can small-business owners expect this government to address the 
structural nature of Alberta’s labour shortage? 

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s a very good question 
because small businesses in Alberta through the chambers of 
commerce and other organizations have been partnering with us in 
this very important process. They have been working with us as 
we’ve talked to the federal government, for example, about 
increasing the allocated number of spaces in our provincial immi-
grant nominee program and other programs, which would help us 
to actually bring people here not on a temporary basis but on a 
permanent basis to add to our community, add to our businesses, 
and add to our economy. So business has been working fully with 
us. They have offered to go to Ottawa with us, and they have gone 
on their own. But it’s not just about going to Ottawa; it’s about 
looking at how we bring those people who are here in this 
province who need to be part of the economy into the economy as 
well. So we’re working on both fronts. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given the CFIB Alberta 
director said, “Policy-makers have begun to respond, but much 
more needs to be done to help employers find the qualified people 
they need to build their business and grow our economy,” what 
else will this government do to address this shortage and help our 
economy? 

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s obviously a continuing 
piece of work because a skill shortage, for example in the oil 
sands, translates into demands in all other aspects of our economy. 
It’s a fairly comprehensive piece. You can’t just say: we need 
more welders. You have to look at the whole structure of the 
economy and where we need people. 
 The answer is not just in temporary foreign workers. The 
answer is in how we can bring people here, how we can increase 
the skills of the people who are here so that they can be true 
contributors to our economy on a long-term basis. That’s an 
ongoing strategy. We’re working with business on that strategy. 
We’re working with communities on that strategy. It is working, 
but more needs to be done, absolutely, and we will partner with all 
of our communities – chambers of commerce, business – to ensure 
that that strategy continues to be successful. 
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The Speaker: The hon. Member for Sherwood Park, followed by 
Lacombe-Ponoka. 

 Victims’ Assistance Programs 

Ms Olesen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. April 21 to 27 is Victims of 
Crime Awareness Week all across Canada. The theme for this 
week is We All Have a Role, and I encourage everyone in this 
Legislature to pause and reflect on what they can do to support 
victims of crime and see if they can do even more. My question is 
to the Minister of Justice and Solicitor General. In keeping with 
the theme of We All Have a Role, is our government taking its 
share of responsibility when it comes to supporting victims of 
crime in their time of need? 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’m very pleased 
to rise and answer this question, specifically because it deals with 
the many services that Alberta Justice provides to victims. Last 
year we were able to help over 66,000 victims in a budget of over 
$30 million. 
 We also wouldn’t be able to do this if it weren’t for the many 
community-based organizations in the nonprofit sector such as 
Project Kare, Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse, the 
Canadian Society for the Investigation of Child Abuse, and the 
Zebra centre, a few blocks from here, or it was a couple of weeks 
ago. If it wasn’t for these valued organizations, we wouldn’t be 
able to do it. 

Ms Olesen: To the same minister: if that is the case, what kinds of 
services are available to victims of crime in Alberta. 

Mr. Denis: The first thing to note, Mr. Speaker, is that every 
crime is unique and every victim is unique. The grants that we 
talked about go to 76 police-based programs that operate 138 
victims’ services units and 33 community-based victims’ organ-
izations. I also want to take this opportunity to thank the more 
than 2,000 volunteers each year that contribute more than 189,000 
hours – that’s 189,000 hours – of their personal time to help 
victims of crime. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Ms Olesen: Thank you. Again to the same minister: while it’s 
easy to understand the value of assistance that goes directly to 
victims, what is the value of conferences such as the one being 
held today by the Victims of Homicide Support Society? 

Mr. Denis: Well, first off, there was that meeting today. Unfor-
tunately, I wasn’t able to attend, but I want to thank the Member 
for Edmonton-Gold Bar for doing so on my behalf. The 
conference is a great forum, a learning opportunity for victims, 
law enforcement, criminal justice professionals, everyone who 
works with victims of crime. The theme is very appropriate, Mr. 
Speaker, because it reflects the government’s commitment to 
ensuring that victims are treated with dignity, compassion, and 
respect. It’s our belief that victims’ rights should be placed above 
criminals’ rights. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Sherwood Park, for no preambles. 

 Prescription Drug Coverage 
(continued) 

Mr. Fox: Mr. Speaker, every day we see more fallout from the 
Health minister’s reckless Fred-icare plan. Another pharmacy, this 
time in my constituency, is at risk of closing its doors for good, 
possibly leaving patients without access to their much-needed 
medications. This irresponsible plan is resulting in shorter hours, 
less direct care, no more complimentary services, and reduced 
stocks of medications at local pharmacies. Minister, the time for 
grandstanding is over. Your ad campaign is a sham. Will the min-
ister finally accept that his plan has backfired and is causing 
physical and financial distress for Albertans? 

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think the situation is quite the 
contrary. We’ve already talked about the financial transition 
assistance that’s provided by government to pharmacists. I’m 
pleased to tell the House that we’ve now received price offerings 
from all generic manufacturers for May. They have made the right 
decision. I can tell Albertans that they will be seeing lower prices 
for drugs in this province starting on May 1. 

Mr. Fox: Given that this minister’s reckless Fred-icare plan has 
already failed, with pharmacies facing closure, drug costs rising, 
and patients suffering, what will it take for him to finally hit the 
reset button on this disastrous plan and stop putting the health of 
everyday Albertans at risk? 

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is a gross exaggeration. If the 
hon. member wants to have a discussion about patient safety and 
quality assurance in this health system, I’d invite him to ask a real 
question, and I’d be pleased to explain to him exactly how the 
system operates in that regard. 
 We are proud of the work that we are doing to reduce generic 
drug prices in Alberta. We are supporting pharmacists in provid-
ing the professional services that they are trained to deliver. We 
are delivering lower generic drug prices, beginning in May, for 
Albertans that pay out of pocket, for government, for taxpayers, 
and, most importantly, for employers across this province who 
give people jobs. 

Mr. Fox: Albertans would like a real answer, Minister. 
 Mr. Speaker, given that a pharmacy team from Blackfalds has 
asked their customers to tell their stories, explaining how the min-
ister’s changes are deteriorating their quality of care, and given 
that I have a stack of these letters filled with one sad story after 
another, can this minister explain why he continues to plow ahead 
with his reckless Fred-icare plan without any regard to how it’s 
failing Albertans? 

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, where to begin? A real answer would 
involve asking a real question, one that recognizes the facts that 
have been presented over and over in this House and to Albertans. 
 The reason we’re doing this, as I said in an answer to an earlier 
question, is not only to reduce taxpayers’ costs although that’s a 
laudable goal and one that we would expect the hon. member to 
share as an MLA in this House. What we are doing is freeing 
pharmacists from the tyranny of rebates and other payments that 
are made to them, which are not transparent, and we’re replacing 
that with professional fees for professional services that they 
provide to Albertans. 
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2:50 Homelessness 

Mr. Dorward: Mr. Speaker, today at a news conference held in 
Edmonton, the Edmonton Homeless Commission released its 
four-year update, and the results show real progress in meeting the 
goals of Edmonton’s 10-year plan to end homelessness. It’s al-
ways good to hear good news, particularly when it comes to sup-
porting less fortunate individuals. One of the challenges that many 
vulnerable individuals experience is feeling excluded from main-
stream society. My questions today are for the Minister of Human 
Services. What is your ministry doing to address the need for 
community acceptance in addressing homelessness? 

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, that’s a very important question. 
We’ve seen both in Edmonton and Calgary situations where com-
munities have been concerned about the demographics of their 
community in terms of a higher number of lower income people 
and whether they have too much social housing already in their 
community. That’s a very important question to be raised. We 
need to have and we do have through the social policy framework 
discussions some real understanding that all of us as a community 
have to come together to deal with these issues. All of us own 
these issues, and we have a shared result of the process. Now, a lot 
of the real answer ends up at the civic level with respect to zoning 
and with respect to how they plan the city so that all citizens have 
the opportunity to live in any community. 

Mr. Dorward: Is your ministry undertaking any focused work to 
address the youth issue? We hear time and time again that there 
are too many youths and children who are homeless. 

Mr. Hancock: Absolutely, Mr. Speaker. The youth homelessness 
agenda is an additional agenda that has been embarked on not just 
by our department but also by the Interagency Council on Home-
lessness, working together to say that with respect to the specific 
youth population we know that a homeless youth who doesn’t find 
a secure place within a very short period of time may go on to 
have a very long life of homelessness. It’s an important issue, it’s 
an important concern, and it’s being worked on diligently right 
across this province. 

Mr. Dorward: What is the government doing to address the need 
for permanent supportive housing? We want permanent solutions. 

The Speaker: The hon. minister. 

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. There’s a real suc-
cess story in this area, with approximately $255 million in 2013 
that will go to various housing programs, including supports to 
social housing, seniors’ lodges, and rent supplements. Now, the 
government will continue to make investments in affordable hous-
ing a priority by using existing resources in the Alberta Social 
Housing Corporation to match federal contributions in this very 
important area. The government has a long-term plan, which 
started in 2011-12, to invest up to $320 million over five years to 
develop 36,000 government-owned or -supported housing units 
and affordable housing units where appropriate. 
 The federal government just recently announced a five-year 
commitment to housing, and we’re examining our five-year plan 
to consider a variety of funding models and ensure that our prior-
ities are aligned and approaches are sustained to make the best 
possible use of the funding. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Hon. members, just because of the outbursts and delays and the 
interventions and somewhat lengthier preambles on the parts of 

some members, six other members did not get a chance to get recog-
nized for their questions today. I know you’ll think about this over 
the next week and come back prepared differently when we resume. 
 Hon. members, in 20 seconds I will call on the first of several 
members to read their member’s statement. 
 Before we do, the hon. Government House Leader. 

Mr. Hancock: While we’re waiting that 20 seconds and people are 
shifting around, Mr. Speaker, in anticipation that we will reach 3 
o’clock before we reach the finish, perhaps we could ask for unani-
mous consent now to extend past 3 o’clock if necessary to conclude. 

The Speaker: Hon. members, one question to you: do we have 
unanimous consent to proceed with the Routine beyond 3 p.m. 
should it become necessary today? Does anyone object to that? 

[Unanimous consent granted] 

head: Members’ Statements 

The Speaker: Let us carry on with private members’ statements, 
starting with Edmonton-Decore. 

 Centennial of Edmonton Chinatown 

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s truly my honour and 
privilege to rise today in recognition of Edmonton’s Chinatown 
centennial anniversary and the tremendous contributions by the 
Edmonton Chinese community over the past 100 years in our 
province’s capital city. Albertans of Chinese ancestry have a 
proud history, heritage, and identity in the province. They were 
amongst the many founding cultural groups that helped to build 
this province from its very beginnings. 
 The first Chinese settler arrived in Edmonton in May 1890 and 
established a laundry business on Jasper Avenue near 97th Street, 
known then as Namayo Avenue. The migration of Chinese settlers 
to Edmonton continued over the decades as there was a desire to 
create familiar communities filled with support from individuals 
and organizations in a new homeland. One such community, 
located in the heart of Edmonton, is known as Chinatown, which 
features the Harbin gate, built in 1987. This gate symbolizes the 
friendship between Edmonton and its sister city Harbin in the 
People’s Republic of China. This is an eclectic and enticing area, 
built by local dedicated entrepreneurs, community and service 
organizations, and tireless volunteers. 
 Edmonton’s Chinatown is truly a living part of the Alberta 
spirit, where generations of people may discover, experience, and 
enjoy exciting festivals, traditional cuisine, fellowship, old and 
new Chinese architecture, and local professional and business 
services. 
 Congratulations and best wishes to all those from the past, 
present, and future in the Edmonton Chinese community on the 
occasion of their 100th anniversary of the establishment of 
Edmonton’s Chinatown and for their dedicated leadership to add 
immeasurably to our great city, province, and country. May they 
have continued success in the many years to come. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall, followed by 
Edmonton-Gold Bar. 

 Bitumen Valuation 

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Most Albertans don’t believe 
the Premier when she claims the bitumen bubble is the reason her 
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government is breaking nearly every promise they made to get 
elected. In fact, a recent poll says that a whopping 65 per cent of 
respondents do not buy the Premier’s excuse. Alberta Liberals 
called it what it was, BS, a bitumen sham. We were right then, and 
we are right now. But you don’t have to take our word for it. A 
former Finance minister and Treasury Board president, Lloyd 
Snelgrove, thinks so, too. He even went so far as to state on the 
public record that the Premier’s excuse might work for the people 
who don’t follow the financial history of Alberta. So either they 
weren’t going to listen, or they chose to ignore what would just be 
common sense. 
 What happened? Where did the Premier go so wrong? When the 
bitumen differential cycle peaked in December, smack in the 
middle of budget preparations, the Premier panicked, and she 
decided then to make bitumen prices the scapegoat. But for the 
bitumen sham to work, the Premier had to convince Albertans that 
the bubble was both real and unforeseeable. She couldn’t, and 
because her televised propaganda address failed so miserably, the 
Premier deflected attention by calling an economic summit. Sadly, 
even then she did not find the courage to address our province’s 
overreliance on volatile resource revenues despite the fact that that 
was exactly what economists were telling her to do. Instead of pro-
gressive taxation and asking large corporations to pay their fair 
share, as Alberta Liberals propose, she put our savings and services 
at risk by tying them to the price of a barrel of oil. Now that’s a 
shame, just as the story she told us about bitumen is a sham. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed 
by Edmonton-South West. 

 Jacob Onyschuk 

Mr. Dorward: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to recognize 
a special young Albertan. During last year’s annual 4-H selections 
program in Olds Jacob Onyschuk of Legal was chosen from 
amongst the province’s top 4-H members to receive 4-H’s highest 
honour, the Premier’s award. 
 Over the past year Jacob has done a great job representing youth 
and 4-H at various events, and he had the opportunity to meet with 
the Premier, the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
and his local MLA, the Minister of Education, this afternoon. 
 Jacob has been an important member of the Bon Accord 4-H 
and Vimy Dunrobin 4-H multi clubs. In addition to having market 
steer, heifer, cow/calf, and goat projects, he’s contributed at the 
district and regional levels by facilitating workshops and chairing 
the Northwest Regional Beef Committee. Jacob has also been 
involved in the U of A Multi-Species Judging Club and Collegiate 
4-H Club. 
 Mr. Speaker, 4-H has been shaping the lives of youth and adults 
for a century. One of the longest running youth organizations in 
Alberta, it has more than 6,000 members participating in close to 
400 clubs across the province. With more than 250,000 alumni, 4-
H is also one of the most respected and admired youth programs 
in Canada. In fact, it would be nice to see by a show of hands, Mr. 
Speaker, with your permission, how many of the hon. members in 
the House today are former 4-H members. 
 Mr. Speaker, the 4-H motto is Learn To Do by Doing. Through 
various activities they develop professionalism, strong leadership 
qualities, and build the confidence they need to succeed. I want to 
acknowledge the outstanding work done by the 4-H clubs in 
Alberta, extend a warm thank you to the volunteers, applaud our 
young people, and extend special congratulations to Jacob. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-South West, 
followed by Highwood. 

3:00 Postpartum Depression in Men 

Mr. Jeneroux: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I would like to 
take a few moments to recognize, discuss, and bring a bit more 
attention to the issue of postpartum depression and anxiety in men. 
It is well known that postpartum depression is a condition that can 
manifest itself in women who have recently given birth. Symp-
toms include social withdrawal, feelings of guilt, irritability, low 
self-esteem, insomnia, and even panic attacks, among others. 
Though we always can and always will strive to do better, the 
prevalence of postpartum depression in women means that a 
number of resources are predominantly geared toward the women 
who suffer from it. 
 I don’t intend to take any attention or focus away from the 
seriousness of how this affects women, but though this type of 
clinical depression is starting to be socially accepted and docu-
mented in women, it is often forgotten that men, too, can suffer 
from a form of postpartum depression and anxiety, often referred 
to as the daddy blues. This depression is an experience of anxiety 
and other problems of mood by fathers after the birth of a child. 
Because the condition is so well known in women and because the 
idea of male postpartum depression may seem counterintuitive to 
some, men are often left to suffer alone and in silence. 
 Research is also beginning to suggest that men often experience 
depression and anxiety in ways that are different from women. 
Men sometimes cope with their symptoms in different ways, too. 
These findings might help explain why even trained mental health 
professionals frequently overlook or misdiagnose this form of 
depression. However, it has been found that certain symptoms 
exist that are unique to the men who experience them. The mani-
festations of these symptoms include such things as increased 
anger, the misuse of prescription medication, and even thoughts of 
suicide. 
 I’m hopeful, Mr. Speaker, that as time and research progress, 
increased awareness may be raised as to the full extent of the 
prevalence of postpartum depression and anxiety in men as well as 
women. 
 Thank you. 

 Provincial Borrowing 

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, we’ve been discussing the province’s 
finances in the Legislature lately in the debate on the financial 
management act, or, as I like to call it, the financial mismanage-
ment act. Let me reinforce the Official Opposition’s position on 
why the Minister of Finance and the Premier are wrong on debt 
and borrowing. 
 We’ve heard the Finance minister cite multiple chambers of 
commerce as supporting his position, but we really should look 
more closely at what they are actually saying. What the Alberta 
Chambers of Commerce said is that for debt to make sense, it had 
to have five key limitations. 
 Number one, there had to be a spending limit law because if you 
don’t have limits, you’ll never control spending. Strike 1. 
 Number two, borrowing only makes sense if you have a priority 
list and you have pre-identified all of the projects you might 
borrow for. Oops. Missed that one, too. 
 The third rule is that government should not be borrowing for 
projects that will have a higher operating cost than the capital cost. 
Wrong again. 
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 The fourth, a strict limitation on finance charges as a percentage 
of revenues. The government has said 3 per cent. The chamber has 
said 1 per cent. Another broken rule. 
 The fifth rule that’s been broken is the requirement to have a 
plan to pay the borrowing back. The minister likes to compare the 
province’s borrowing to a mortgage, but mortgage payments in-
clude a portion for the principal. All the minister plans to pay is 
the interest. 
 Finally, here you see what economist Jack Mintz had to say 
about the government’s finance. Now, first off, although Mintz 
has argued for tax changes, he has never argued to increase and 
close the gap on taxes, as the Finance minister claimed yesterday. 
What Mintz actually said is that the government must learn to deal 
with its spending problem. He also said – and this is more 
important – that provinces with natural resource revenues are 
borrowing significant amounts from the future already since they 
are selling off physical assets that would provide revenues to sup-
port future generations. So when the government spends every 
dollar’s worth of resource revenues and also starts to borrow 
money, they’re double-dipping on future generations. 
 I hope that corrects the record, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-McClung. 

 Edmonton Music Awards 

Mr. Xiao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As many of my colleagues 
may know, I’m a big supporter of the arts. Over the years I have 
organized and sponsored many cultural events and performances 
at Edmonton’s Jubilee Auditorium, Edmonton’s Winspear Centre, 
and other places. Such exciting events treat Edmontonians to a 
variety of colourful performances from Italian opera singers to 
Chinese folksingers, from traditional violinists to Japanese 
drummers and Ecuadorian pan flute players, from European folk 
dancers to Indian Bollywood dancing and bamboo dancing from 
the Philippines. We are very fortunate that Alberta is home to such 
an array of talented artists and musicians, many of whom have 
achieved national and international success. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Sunday, April 28, musical excellence will take 
the centre stage in Edmonton during the 2013 Edmonton music 
awards. The awards are an opportunity to celebrate and pay tribute 
to the outstanding local talent we have in the Edmonton area, 
including St. Albert, Sherwood Park, Leduc, Spruce Grove, and 
Stony Plain. It is also a chance to hear some of the capital region’s 
best. There will be live performances by Corb Lund, The Com-
mand Sisters, Owls by Nature, Nuela Charles, KingDoom, 
SIIINES, and Il Duo. On Sunday night there are not enough 
awards to recognize the countless efforts and hours that many 
talented and dedicated artists have put into their craft. 
 I want to say that all of this year’s nominees are deserving of a 
heartfelt thank you from all of us. Thank you for your hard work, 
thank you for sharing your talents, and thank you for your 
contribution to the cultural mosaic of our great province. 

head: Notices of Motions 

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Transportation and Deputy 
Government House Leader. 

Mr. McIver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise pursuant to Standing 
Order 34(3) to advise the House that on Monday, May 6, 2013, 
written questions 36, 37, and 39 will be accepted, and written 
questions 38 and 40 will be dealt with. 

 Also, on Monday, May 6, 2013, Motion for a Return 7 will be 
dealt with. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

head: Introduction of Bills 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-North West. 

 Bill 21 
 Environmental Protection and Enhancement 
 Amendment Act, 2013 

Ms Jansen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I request leave to introduce 
Bill 21, the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Amend-
ment Act, 2013. 
 Bill 21 will create a funding mechanism between industry and 
government to support the joint Canada-Alberta implementation 
plan for oil sands monitoring. The funding arrangement will 
enable Alberta to collect, hold, and disburse funds and continue to 
implement the joint plan. Changes to the act will also allow gov-
ernment to move forward on a provincial monitoring system by 
identifying programs and setting fees to support those programs. 
The goal of Environment and Sustainable Resource Development 
is full integration of all hazardous waste management systems in 
the province. 
 With this in mind, Bill 21 will remove the requirement for 
personal information numbers, PINs, for hazardous waste manage-
ment to support implementation of the regulatory enhancement 
project. Removal of the requirement for a PIN will support the 
integration of the two waste management systems under the new 
Alberta energy regulator. Removing the PIN requirement will sim-
plify administration and will not affect environmental assurance. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

[Motion carried; Bill 21 read a first time] 

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader. 

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move that Bill 21 be 
moved onto the Order Paper under Government Bills and Orders. 

[Motion carried] 

head: Tabling Returns and Reports 

The Speaker: Hon. members, I rise just to remind you to please 
be brief with the introductions to your tablings. 
 Let’s carry on. The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Opposition, followed by Grande Prairie-Smoky. 

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m glad the Finance minis-
ter is back for my tabling. I was correcting the record of what he 
said last night about how Jack Mintz had argued to increase and 
close the gap on taxes. I’ve got, actually, five copies of a column 
that Professor Mintz wrote himself, where he does say: “In my 
view, Alberta does not have a revenue problem, but it does have a 
spending problem . . . More spending does not necessarily mean 
better public services.” He proposes revenue-neutral tax reform, 
and he finishes with “Let me repeat: None of the tax reform 
revenue should be used to reduce the deficit. The government 
must learn to deal with its spending problem.” 
 I trust that corrects the record, Mr. Speaker. 
3:10 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Smoky, 
followed by Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview. 
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Mr. McDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have the appropriate 
number of copies of a report released to the public earlier this 
year. This report is a review of the retail electricity system of 
Alberta. There were 41 recommendations. Six recommendations 
related to removing the default rate were rejected, two were 
accepted immediately, and the remaining 33 recommendations 
have been approved in principle and are in the implementation 
phase. The remaining work of these recommendations will be 
done by an MLA team chaired by myself and supported by 
Department of Energy experts. We’ll be working closely with the 
Minister of Energy to ensure that the public interest is considered 
when developing the implementation plan. 
 Thank you. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview. 

Mr. Bilous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to table the 
appropriate number of copies of 24 handwritten notes from 
postsecondary students calling on this PC government to reverse 
the devastating cuts to colleges and universities. One note from an 
anonymous student includes a five-dollar bill, and it reads: “Dear 
Hon. Mrs. Redford . . . Please, have my last $5 and do something 
nice for yourselves . . . You really haven’t been looking out for 
your own interests. It’s not much, but it’s all I have, enjoy 
yourselves.” Instead of giving the money to the Premier, we will 
donate it to CAPSE to continue their fight to stand up for post-
secondary education in Alberta. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Let’s be reminded not to use proper names of 
members in this Assembly. Even if we’re quoting, it’s still 
inappropriate. 
 The hon. Minister of Transportation. 

Mr. McIver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two tablings. One is 
a letter from March 19 to the Member for Calgary-Shaw, and the 
other, the same letter on the same date, is to the Member for 
Edmonton-Centre, fabulous Edmonton-Centre if you don’t mind. 
The letters: I’ve been putting on the record some information 
about the estimates, and they’re necessary to correct the record, 
based on the question asked by the Member for Cypress-Medicine 
Hat yesterday. Hopefully, he’ll avail himself of the information, 
which was sent to his party over a month ago. 

The Speaker: Are there others? The hon. Member for Edmonton-
Centre. 

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I get to table 
on behalf of my colleague from Calgary-McCall a number of 
documents that were the basis for the opposition leader of the third 
party’s questions today, the quotes from Mr. Conacher, the 
founder of Democracy Watch and professor now at the University 
of Toronto. 
 In addition, a CBC news article on the one-year anniversary and 
people’s unhappiness with what’s happening. 
 Finally, some information I believe based on the initial 
announcement by the government and followed up on by the 
media on the bitumen bubble not being the source of Alberta’s 
financial pain. 
 Thank you. 

head: Tablings to the Clerk 

The Clerk: I wish to advise the House that the following 
documents were deposited with the office of the Clerk. On behalf 

of the hon. Mr. Horne, Minister of Health, response to Written 
Question 1, asked for by Mrs. Forsyth on November 26, 2012, 
“How many long-term care nursing beds were available to 
Albertans as of March 31, 2012?”; response to Written Question 
2, asked for by Mrs. Forsyth on November 26, 2012, “How many 
mental health beds and addiction beds on average were available 
to Albertans in 2011?” 
 On behalf of the hon. Mr. Drysdale, Minister of Infrastructure, 
response to Written Question 3, asked for by Dr. Swann on 
November 26, 2012, “What was the original 2007 estimate of con-
struction costs and projected opening day for the South Campus 
Hospital in Calgary versus the actual cost on completion, and 
actual opening date?” 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Hon. members, there were two points of order today, the first of 
which was brought forward by the Member for Airdrie. The hon. 
deputy House leader for the Wildrose. 

Point of Order 
Factual Accuracy 

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’ll endeavour to be brief. I 
rise today under Standing Order 23(h), (i), and (j). This is with 
respect to some comments that were made by the Premier. In her 
statements the Premier indicated that the Wildrose financial 
recovery plan somehow increased spending at inflation plus 
population growth. I think this is, you know, an ongoing situation. 
If you continue to make outright false assertions, people won’t 
believe a word you say. We see this in the polls, where the trust 
factors are way, way down. This has to stop. 
 I know the Premier may not have read our financial recovery 
plan. What we did in our plan was ensure that in two years’ time, 
given how badly this province has been managed, we would be 
back in the black. What the Premier should know in terms of our 
plan is that our cuts went to things like bonuses to health execu-
tives, cutting that, cutting MLA pay raises, cutting corporate 
subsidies, cutting the expensive add-ons for MLA offices like 
rooftop gardens, theatres. I’m guessing there’s marble flooring as 
well. 
 Our plan is quite a bit different, Mr. Speaker. I just would like 
to clarify on the record that her statement is false, and maybe we 
can send her a copy of our plan if she would like that. 

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, when the point of order was 
raised, I recall there being shouts of derision in the House, quite 
appropriately, because once again this is not a point of order. This 
is the opposition trying to justify their platform and showing 
incredibly thin skin. There is no standing order that says that you 
can raise an objection every time somebody talks about the things 
that you’ve talked about in public. 
 The thing that’s really incredible about this is that the hon. 
member talks about how their real cuts would be on these things 
and then goes on to list a number of a things which, if you added 
them all up and added a dollar, wouldn’t fund half of the things 
that they’ve tried to spend it on. I think the number in the budget 
this year for the federal building renovations is something like $20 
million. They keep talking about this building that’s going to 
house luxury offices, and they wilfully neglect to add that it’s 
going to house all sorts of civil servants coming out of the Terrace 
Building and the LAO offices coming out of the Annex. They 
keep talking about it as though they could spend $375 million when 
there’s only $20 million in the budget, which, if they were to cancel 
the project, they wouldn’t be able to spend because the cancellation 



April 25, 2013 Alberta Hansard 2057 

costs would probably be twice that. This is the problem when 
they’re using points of order to try and clarify something which 
cannot possibly be either clarified or considered good public policy. 
 Nonetheless, the standing orders are not the place to raise it. 
The place to raise it is the debate. They can try and justify that out 
on the streets if they want. They can add it to their speeches in the 
House if they want. The fact of the matter is that it’s quite ludi-
crous that they think they could prioritize the budget and finance 
all of the things they think they should cut out of the budget with 
the numbers that they’re using. It’s ludicrous. But the point is that 
it’s not a point of order. 

The Speaker: Hon. members, I would agree that it’s not a point 
of order, but let me make a couple of brief comments. I’ve gone 
through the Hansard Blues, and here’s what got said. I’m going to 
use this to some effect, I hope. The Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Opposition stood up and in her question said, amongst other 
things, the following: “If the government cut its wasteful spending 
on things like layers of managers managing managers, on things 
like corporate welfare, it could pay cash for core government 
responsibilities,” and it goes on. 
 That gave rise to the Premier then standing and saying, among 
other things, the following: “On budget day we kept spending to 
zero whereas the opposition suggested that spending should 
increase to population plus inflation. On top of that, we’ve 
enhanced savings, saving $24 billion,” and then interjections will 
show in the record of Hansard as having occurred. Subsequent to 
that, we had the point of order raised by the Member for Airdrie. 
 Now, it’s not infrequent in this House for positions to be 
misunderstood or misinterpreted, perhaps even misused by one 
person against another or one caucus against another or however it 
goes, so let me just remind you of what I reminded you of 
yesterday in this regard: page 510, second paragraph of House of 
Commons Procedure and Practice, which I won’t read again, and 
Beauchesne’s 494, both of which talk about receiving two 
different variants of a fact and so on. In particular, though, with 
regard to 510 House of Commons it did say this, and I want to 
mention this one quickly. “These matters” such as the one we’ve 
just been hearing about here now “are more a question of debate 
and do not constitute a breach of the rules.” 
3:20 

 Now, points of order, as we have all experienced in the past and 
in this past year in particular, are not an opportunity as such to get 
up and disagree with someone else on a position or some proce-
dure that is commenting on a position. What it is is a time for you 
to stand up and raise a point of order because a rule of this House 
has been violated or some guideline given in some other par-
liamentary practice book has been violated, has been breached. 
That’s what points of order are all about. They should never be 
used as a reason or an excuse or an opportunity to extend or 
promote further debate on a point, and they should only be used to 
address violations such as I’ve just mentioned. 
 Again, we’ve just passed our first-year anniversary. None of us 
are rookies anymore. You’ve heard me speak to this before. 
You’ve probably read Hansard from the past of previous 
Speaker’s rulings in this regard. And I know you’ve all paid strict 
attention to the parliamentary practices that have been mentioned 
in those comments. 
 Let’s note that and move on to our second point of order, which 
was raised by the Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills. 

Mr. Saskiw: I thought the Government House Leader actually 
rose on a point of order during the debate. 

The Speaker: I’m sorry. I distinctly remember you standing. 

Mr. Saskiw: I’ll withdraw it. 

The Speaker: You’ll withdraw it. Okay. Thank you. 
 That second point of order has been withdrawn, and we can 
move on. 

head: Orders of the Day 

head: Government Bills and Orders 
 Third Reading 

 Bill 20 
 Appropriation Act, 2013 

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance and President of 
Treasury Board. 

Mr. Horner: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to 
rise today to move third reading of Bill 20, the Appropriation Act, 
2013. 
 This act will provide funding authority to the offices of the 
Legislative Assembly and the government for the 2013-14 fiscal 
year. The schedule to the act provides amounts that were pre-
sented in greater detail in the 2013-14 government and Legislative 
Assembly estimates tabled on March 7, 2013. These were since 
debated in Committee of Supply and legislative policy committees 
over the past several weeks. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is no question that Budget 2013 is one of the 
toughest budgets this government has seen in some time. When 
we prepared this budget, we did so knowing that we had some 
serious and immediate fiscal challenges to address. Namely, we 
were facing a $6 billion shortfall of revenue due to low energy 
prices as well as the even lower price that Alberta producers are 
getting for their product. 
 Forecasting at its best is an inexact science. We rely on the 
knowledge and expertise of experts in both the public and the 
private sector to arrive at our own forecast. Traditionally, if our 
forecast turns out to be too high, we’re accused of padding the 
forecast. If it’s lower, we’re accused of lowballing it. I heard a 
member’s statement today in this House talking about the fact 
that, well, we must have made a sham instead of using what 
industry has, yet in today’s papers there are three or four different 
companies that are talking about the fact that this bitumen bubble 
has affected their earnings this year and will next year. 
 In Budget 2013 we arrived at a forecast for oil of $92.50 a 
barrel with the differential estimated to be at 27 per cent. The one 
thing that we know we can predict with some certainty is that 
energy prices will continue to be volatile. We see proof of that 
volatility now when we look at the differential, the discount 
Alberta producers get for bitumen. We’ve seen this in the months 
leading up to the budget, when Alberta was getting about $30 less 
for its bitumen. Today the discount sits at around $17.50. 
 The smaller discount is good news for Alberta, but it’s not 
something we can bank on. As quickly as we saw prices recover, 
we know they can fall again just as quickly. We need to take 
action now to deal with this reality. I know that the Premier, in 
response to one of the questions, was talking about the Cenovus 
executive who was talking about how that differential is quite 
likely to spread to $40 in the second half of this year. 
 That’s why, Mr. Speaker, responsible change is the theme of 
Budget 2013. This government is open to changing the way we do 
things to ensure this province continues to meet the high expecta-
tions of Albertans. As Alberta grows and evolves, we find 
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ourselves at a pivotal moment in time. Budget 2013 represents the 
responsible change that’s required, change that Albertans have 
been asking for and that this government is committed to deliver. 
 Mr. Speaker, this budget builds on the work of Budget 2012. It 
addresses the immediate fiscal challenges we’re facing today, and 
it sets the stage for creating the Alberta we need to be 20 years 
down the road. Through this budget we’re focusing on three 
priorities. One is building Alberta by investing in families and 
communities, including the new roads, schools, and health facili-
ties that we need. Two is living within our means by challenging 
every dollar government spends and making sure that every 
program continues to deliver real results for Albertans. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader of the Opposition 
tabled a newspaper article written by Jack Mintz to support her 
claim that Dr. Mintz says that we shouldn’t be borrowing. Well, I 
had an interview with Dr. Mintz some time ago, when I was doing 
the budget consultations. One of his quotes is: debt is not wrong to 
use for capital – in fact, it could be an opportunity for the pension 
plans to become involved – as long as we learn to live within our 
means. 
 Mr. Speaker, the number two theme of this budget is living 
within our means. The other piece that Dr. Mintz said was: yes, 
we want to do a sales tax, a consumption tax, and it’ll be revenue 
neutral. How many taxes has this House seen that were revenue 
neutral? I haven’t seen too many of them. It would mean increased 
revenues for this province. A consumption tax is not something 
that is included in this budget. 
 The third thing that was part of this analysis was that we have to 
work to ensure that our resources get to market, including new 
markets in Canada and around the world, so we can get the highest 
possible price for our products. 
 Budget 2013 is the right budget for right now. It’s also the right 
budget for tomorrow as we prepare for a future when a larger 
number of Albertans will be expecting the same high quality of 
life they’re enjoying here in our province today. This budget is 
maintaining Alberta’s low tax advantage. It neither increases taxes 
nor introduces new ones. 
 Make no mistake, Mr. Speaker. Before we look into the 
pocketbooks of Albertans, we are looking at ourselves first. That’s 
why we’re reviewing every government program and service 
through the results-based budgeting process. We’ll be sure that 
Albertans are receiving value for their tax dollars and the govern-
ment is delivering the outcomes Albertans expect as effectively 
and as efficiently as possible. That’s why this budget provides no 
increases for public-sector compensation. 
 Government has shown leadership on this issue. In February we 
introduced a three-year wage freeze for all government managers 
and opted out and excluded employees. We’re planning to reduce 
the size of management by 10 per cent over the same three years. 
That’s almost 500 positions, Mr. Speaker. We’ll ensure that the 
right people in the right positions are doing the right work. In 
March we came to a tentative agreement with the Alberta Teach-
ers’ Association that will see the wages for nearly 40,000 Alberta 
teachers frozen for three years. This week we finalized an 
agreement with Alberta’s physicians that also includes zero wage 
increases for the first three years of that agreement. 
 As we hold the line on spending, we will continue to support the 
core programs and services. The budget delivers on the Premier’s 
commitment to invest in what Albertans have told us matters 
most, like savings and priority services like health care and 
education, and ultimately reducing our reliance on nonrenewable 
resource revenues. 
 Budget 2013 invests $17 billion in health care. That’s a $500 
million increase from last year. It provides $500 million towards 

50 new schools and 70 school modernizations. This budget holds 
the line on increased funding for programs that support vulnerable 
Albertans, including AISH, persons with disabilities, home-
lessness programs, and child intervention programs. It includes 
postsecondary capital funding of nearly $500 million over the next 
three years and municipal sustainability initiative funding of 
nearly $900 million this fiscal year. 
 Mr. Speaker, Budget 2013 delivers responsible change in part 
by bringing structural change to our actual physical framework. 
This change creates three plans instead of one. There seems to 
have been some confusion about that. That actually allows this 
government to be even more transparent and accountable to 
Albertans. We’ve had some good debate in the House around that. 
 The budget includes an operational plan that includes a zero per 
cent increase in spending, not an easy accomplishment when over 
the past 10 years the average increase in spending has been 7.3 per 
cent. This budget also includes a legislated savings plan that 
ensures that we save during good times and challenging times. 
Under this plan we will set aside a portion of nonrenewable 
resource revenue and replenish the savings in our contingency 
account while also growing the province’s longer term savings 
vehicles, including the Alberta heritage savings trust fund. We 
will see our savings grow to over $24 billion, as the Premier said 
in question period today, over the next three years, all part of the 
plan to build Alberta. 
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 Finally, Budget 2013 includes a fully funded capital plan that 
will ensure we have the public infrastructure Albertans need today 
and in 20 years from now. Like with savings, we need to invest in 
infrastructure in both good times and in challenging times. Public 
infrastructure is a priority and essential to our long-term economic 
success. 
 Our capital plan is supported by a responsible borrowing 
strategy to finance infrastructure projects, something that the 
financial experts, including Jack Mintz, business leaders, and 
other Albertans, have told us makes good financial sense. Even a 
recent survey, the one survey that the opposition continues to 
throw out there – it’s not a very scientific one, but I’m going to 
use a piece of it, too, Mr. Speaker – showed that close to 60 per 
cent of the respondents said that borrowing for capital projects 
like my school and my hospital was a good idea. 
 The plan also includes concrete, legislated steps to ensure our 
debt does not get out of control. It limits how much the govern-
ment can borrow by placing a limit on its debt-servicing costs, and 
it includes a debt repayment plan in which the government will set 
aside money each year in a capital debt repayment account, as 
evidenced in our documents presented in this House. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we move forward into the future, the budget 
builds on the best of what Alberta has today: our healthy 
economy, a solid global reputation, and a public service that is 
committed to delivering the value Albertans expect. At the same 
time Budget 2013 also brings responsible change, ensuring that 
this province continues to succeed in the future and is prepared to 
meet the needs of a new generation years from now. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am very excited about the future of this province. 
I am very excited about the future of the Alberta of tomorrow, 20 
years from now. This budget, this plan, is the fundamental basis 
on which we will achieve that. I ask for all members’ support. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre. 

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’m pleased 
to get the opportunity in third reading to get up and speak to Bill 
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20, the Appropriation Act, 2013. For those fans that are joining us 
in the gallery, thank you so much for coming. I hope you find this 
interesting. Third reading is the stage of reading for a bill in which 
we discuss the expected or anticipated effects of the bill once it 
passes. If you know all this already, please forgive me. 
 We’re dealing with Bill 20, the Appropriation Act, 2013, which 
gives final permission for the budget that’s been presented by the 
government. Now, I had made quite a big deal over the fact that I 
was very unhappy with the budget process in Committee of 
Supply, which wasn’t in Committee of Supply. It was in the legis-
lative policy committees. Despite having negotiated successfully 
for more hours to be spent on the larger ministries or more 
complex ministries, given a severe failure of understanding we in 
the opposition, in fact, got less time in that additional time that we 
negotiated. The preponderance of time was allocated to govern-
ment backbenchers. I continue to be puzzled why government 
backbenchers need to get public time to question their own caucus 
members. Evidently you don’t talk to each other, so you need to 
do it on public time. I still don’t agree with that, but that’s the way 
it is. 
 I’m going to use this time to put on the record some of the 
concerns that my constituents have raised with me that were in 
budget debates that I wasn’t able to attend either because I was in 
another one at the same time or I was preparing for another one at 
the same time. 
 I know that the minister for aboriginal affairs has been working 
very diligently. In fact, we have a bill in front of us now – I think 
it’s Bill 19 – around additional understandings with Métis settle-
ments, and I know that they’re looking at clarifying additional 
legislation for some of our First Nations. What I still don’t see are 
programs that are dealing much more specifically with urban 
aboriginal people. They tend to get disenfranchised. They get 
punted from here to here. They’re not on the reservation; 
therefore, the federal government doesn’t want to cover their 
programs and services. The province doesn’t want to pick it up, or 
if they do, they want the organization that’s delivered the service 
to go and get payment back from the band council. Can you 
imagine sitting in a band council office waiting to get paid back 
for, you know, services you offered like battered women’s shelter 
services? That would take a while. 
 We just have not moved into the 21st century. We’re not 
dealing with what we actually have in front of us. In fact, what I 
see is that where people from urban aboriginal communities end 
up in high-risk situations, the city ends up picking up the tab 
because it’s their city, and they’re not going to let people die on 
their streets or, you know, go cold or hungry. So the city steps in. I 
don’t know how we managed to download from the federal 
government through the provincial government to the city, but 
that’s what’s happening, and it should be dealt with. I know the 
minister is working on a lot of stuff. I’m just going to put that one 
back on his plate because it needs to be dealt with. 
 The next issue. I don’t know why this happens. It happened 
before my time. We have an interesting situation in our standing 
orders whereby the accounts from the Legislative Assembly 
Office, which cover things like the cost of Hansard, the library 
services, the human resource and financial assistance that’s given 
to the constituency offices to process their expenses and human 
resource obligations – it also covers all of the committees that we 
do. It pays for the clerks, Parliamentary Counsel, that sort of thing. 
I have never figured out why you don’t get to debate those 
budgets. The answer that I have been given is that each committee 
passes their own budget, and once the committee has passed the 
budget, well, there it is. That’s all you need. Bundle them all up 

together, put them in a document, and put it in front of the 
Assembly. 
 That officially is the first vote that we do when we’re voting on 
the main estimates, but we don’t get to debate it, and we don’t 
really get to examine it. There’s not an in-depth opportunity to 
examine what exactly that money is. It’s just a curiosity to me that 
we don’t actually get to look at that and understand how much is 
paid for what and why and whom. I just thought I’d put that on the 
record. I do get asked about it occasionally, and I duly go through 
the story that, you know, supposedly these committees have 
okayed all of this. But it still strikes me as curious. 
 Culture. That was one of the committees where I got to 
participate in the debate, so I won’t spend a lot of time on this, but 
I just have to put this on the record because there are so many new 
people involved in the Assembly at this point. Please remember 
that the funding originally for Culture was 100 per cent tax 
dollars, but those dollars started to get scarcer in the very early 
1980s. To augment what they were trying to do and the legacy 
they were upholding at the time, which was coming from Premier 
Lougheed, the staff managed to finagle some of the lottery money 
that was coming in and get it assigned to their department to 
augment what was being done there. Over a period of time the tax 
dollars for Culture were withdrawn more and more and more, and 
increasing numbers of gambling dollars replaced them until finally 
all of the activities were in fact funded by lottery dollars. 
 Now, that connects really closely to lottery dollars. They’re not 
a big deal right now. Nobody seems particularly exercised about 
the fact that $1.485 billion that this government raises and uses 
comes from gambling in this province. The biggest addict to 
gambling is the government because that’s now an integral part of 
how they do their budgeting. They depend on that money coming 
in, so they’ve got to have it. They’ve got to encourage a certain 
level of gambling to continue in this province because they need 
that money. 
 Interesting things have happened over time with how the lottery 
money is accounted for. In my time it used to come out originally 
as a separate document. You had the general revenue fund, and 
you had the lottery revenue fund. It showed, you know, the money 
that came in through ticket sales, through – I think it’s just the two 
things. It’s ticket sales, and then the big monster blow-up of 
revenue was the VLTs. Now we have the slot machines. That was 
the really big bounce. 
3:40 

 It was always that $200,000, $300,000 was the revenue from the 
lottery-based tickets like Lotto Max and Lotto 6/49 and Western 
whatever it is now. The money that the province actually made 
was at $200,000, $300,000, but then it jumped to over a billion 
when the VLTs came in and then the slot machines behind them. I 
always love the fact that the government explains this by saying 
that they had to get into the business of being the gambling 
operator because if they didn’t do it, organized crime would, dot, 
dot, dot. Oh, my goodness. Sorry, Hansard; you can’t actually get 
the laugh in there, but maybe you can write it in. You’ve got to 
love it. You’ve got to love it, really. 
 There was a to-do in the mid- to late ’70s about VLTs. There 
were lots of stories about people that became addicted to the VLT 
revenues, that they gambled away everything: their family’s 
house, the car, the kids’ education, everything. They were 
devastated. People were not so keen about these VLTs. Some 
local municipalities voted to have them removed. Now, remember 
what I said at the beginning about the province really needing 
these gambling monies because they count on them? The province 
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managed to drag everybody through the courts long enough that 
people forgot, and things got settled. 
 But the way they accounted for it at that point was that they 
needed to prove to people how important and integral the gam-
bling money was to what this province is. So all of a sudden we 
started to get in every department’s budget except a couple – I 
think it was 14 budgets. Right in the budget you would see “from 
the lottery fund,” and then they would assign certain amounts of 
money to it. It was building a school. It was supporting an abori-
ginal initiative. In all of these departments they were accounting 
for use of lottery money and making it mean something. 
 At that point if people said, “Well, get rid of the VLT money; 
quit gambling, government,” the government could say: “Really? 
You don’t want that school? You don’t want that program? But 
that’s what it’s paying for.” I’ve got to admire it. It’s pretty clever, 
and it worked. So people moved off the government as a gambling 
addict thing and have stayed off it. I mean, people have accepted 
gambling as a form of entertainment now although there’s still 
always a hesitation about how it affects people who are problem 
gamblers and how it affects the rest of society, that has to pick up 
the pieces behind them. 
 We did have a department of gambling – I’m sorry; gaming – at 
one point. They called it gaming; I call it gambling. Gaming 
sounded more fun and not quite so insidious and dangerous. In 
that document you had all of the things they then decided to admit 
were being paid for out of the lottery fund, that were accounted for 
under the gambling – sorry; gaming – department, including all of 
the big foundations that money went out to, so another way of 
accounting for it. 
 This year, goldarn it, I can’t find it. I ask: where’s the lottery 
money? I know it’s paying for things in Culture like the CFEP 
grant and the CIP grant. Where is it? Well, yes, they admit that’s 
where the money is coming from, but they don’t account for it in 
their budget anymore. Huh? Well, it’s under Treasury. I look, and 
indeed it is. There it is, one little line, one line in Treasury show-
ing that Treasury is transferring $1.485 billion from the lottery 
fund, coming from Treasury as largesse out to all of the ministries. 
There’s a little trip down memory lane for you about how you can 
have different accounting practices for lottery money. 
 I want to raise again the concern that people have around 
adequate funding for K to 12 schools and reflect the number of 
letters and phone calls and walk-ins, e-mails, Twitters, Facebook 
postings from constituents. My schools are all working really hard 
and doing wonderfully, some of them against pretty significant 
and staggering odds. When you’re working from what can be 
considered core city schools, you can be up against it. You may 
not have the support from parents, for example, that other 
communities do. 
 The staff do an exceptional job, and the staff raise a lot of the 
additional money that the schools have. My hat is off to them. I 
honour them every year with their very own special day towards 
the end of June. Funding education in the future is very important. 
 I want to talk about the concerns that seniors have and their 
previous rejection of the government’s pharma-plan, which is 
moving from a universal plan, where everybody gets the same 
access no matter whether you’re rich or poor, to one that now will 
have a line that says: above this you pay X, below this you pay 
less. As soon as the government gets into these ones that aren’t 
universal, that have a line drawn, then we get into: well, what 
about the people that have $2 less? They are now paying full 
freight on this above or beyond that line. It just creates huge 
problems. 
 Yes, pharmaceuticals are not covered under the Canada Health 
Act. The government is not obliged to pay for them, but we really 

need to find a better way to pay for pharmaceuticals than charging 
seniors. Basically, we’re charging the sick additional money 
because they need prescriptions. It just doesn’t reflect a societal 
attitude that I really want to participate in in my province. You 
know, it’s basically saying: “You’re old. You’re sick. Great. You 
pay more because you’re using more.” Again, it’s a user-pay way 
of approaching health care – the sicker you are, the more you pay 
– that I just don’t accept, but this government seems to be going in 
that direction. I’ll put that on the record on behalf of my seniors. 
 It does disproportionately affect, once again, women because 
women tend to be the primary caregivers both professionally in 
the health care system and also as volunteer caregivers in the 
home or in the community. Because women live longer, they are 
primarily the people that are going to be those elderly, vulnerable, 
sicker seniors that will be caught in this and be struggling now to 
find money to pay a premium every month and then to pay a 
copay, or an additional pharmacy fee or however that’s all going 
to be worked out, to get their prescription. 
 You know, I keep bringing this up, and the government goes: 
“Oh, yeah. Right. Yeah. Hmm.” And then they do nothing about 
it. It definitely disproportionately affects women. That is the best 
argument for why we should have more women in this House 
because we’d have a better understanding of what’s going on. In 
the meantime we don’t have more women in this House, and we 
keep disproportionately affecting women’s lives in the way the 
government decides to do things. 
 I am really frustrated and angry about this budget. It’s not what 
we were told was coming either in the leadership contest from the 
Premier or in the election. Then we end up with this very strange 
sort of phantom bitumen bubble thing, which lasted, like, two and 
a half weeks before the price differential started to adjust itself 
back to familiar territory. As a result, we’ve had – I don’t know 
whether to call it ideology or incompetence. You people need to 
talk to each other because there’s a lot of chaos and slipping 
between the cracks and things undone and things not done that 
shouldn’t be happening in a province with the resources and the 
technology that we have. We should be able to treat people better. 
 I believe we should be saving our nonrenewable resource 
revenue, and that means we’re going to have to be levying a fair 
and progressive tax upon people so that we’re not stealing from 
our children. Currently that’s what we’re doing. It’s intergenera-
tional theft because we are using their natural resources. We’ve 
already used the natural resources we could lay claim to and that 
our parents and our grandparents could have laid claim to because 
we managed to take that oil as it came out of the ground yesterday 
and spend it today in government programs and services. Thirty 
per cent of the operating budget is gathered from the oil and gas 
sector, particularly the oil sector. 
 You know, a long time ago I was told that either we’re going to 
run out of oil and gas – it didn’t seem that likely – or people are 
going to stop buying it from us. At the time I thought: yeah, right. 
But I’ve lived long enough that, actually, it is starting to look like 
the second thing is in play. It’s in play today, where people are 
boycotting our oil or questioning us or questioning the possibility 
of a pipeline because they believe we are not environmentally 
rigorous enough and we’re not taking the steps that they expect us 
to take. 
3:50 

 What I get from this government is: “We’re working on it. 
We’re working on Ticketmaster and online scalping. We’re work-
ing on the environment. We’re working on health care.” You 
know what? I’d like to see the product of your work occasionally 
because so far all I hear is that you’re working on it and that 
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you’re in a committee and that you’ve got a strategy coming out, 
which just means you use more trees to publish more papers. 
We’re not actually seeing the product of that. 
 You know, your performance measurements: you can’t hit your 
targets. We’re not reducing wait times in ERs. We’re not man-
aging to give people hip and knee surgeries fast enough. If people 
are truly in a disaster – a heart attack, a stroke, a car accident – 
and they get through into the ICU, it is amazing. The delivery of 
health care is amazing. Everyone talks about how terrific the staff 
are. But the administration of health care sucks, and it needs to be 
addressed. I’m sorry to use such brutal language, but frankly I 
can’t find anything else that quite sums it up with the same 
amount of . . . 

An Hon. Member: Spice. 

Ms Blakeman: . . . spice. 

An Hon. Member: Conviction. 

Ms Blakeman: Conviction. Oh, thank you. I’m getting all kinds 
of help now. 
 Because it does. Your administration of health care has failed 
repeatedly. Now, somehow or another the front-line staff manage 
to pull it off for you. You should be terribly grateful to them for 
doing that. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview. 

Mr. Bilous: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure 
to rise and speak today to third reading of Bill 20, the Appropria-
tion Act, 2013. I’d like to begin, before I go into the details of this 
act and the budget that the government has put forward, just with 
some general comments on the fact that many Albertans are left 
scratching their heads, wondering why we’ve got a budget where 
there are significant cuts to some essential services and programs 
that many Albertans rely on, from seniors to postsecondary 
students to teachers and children in our classrooms to our commu-
nity programs. Like I said, I’ll go through it in a more detailed, 
line-by-line analysis in a moment here. 
 Many constituents have asked me as I’ve travelled around the 
province: why do we have such a recessionary-style budget, or, as 
my colleagues from the Wildrose call it, an austerity budget, when 
the economy is doing quite well, as we’ve heard and as we see? 
The government themselves have talked about the numbers. Our 
unemployment rate is fairly low. Our economy has recovered 
better than most jurisdictions across this country, yet there seems 
to be a lack of revenue in the government coffers to support and to 
even continue some of the most critical and basic services that 
many Albertans rely on. It begs the question, first of all: what is 
the breakdown of the spending that the government is doing with 
their current $40 billion? I believe all opposition parties have 
pointed time and time again to certain people in positions, often 
high-level executives, abusing not only their salaries but eligible 
expenses. Really, it comes down to this government allowing a 
mismanagement of the dollars that people work hard for and that 
this government collects. 
 You know, to start from the top, there needs to be a cleanup of 
the dollars that are being spent, some that are being misappropria-
ted, that could be used toward programs, especially on-the-ground 
programs funding our front-line services. Unfortunately, it seems 
that those are the first folks to feel the cuts and the last ones to get 
the dollars restored. In order to fix this – the New Democrats have 

called it this broken-promises budget – it’s shameful that the 
government will not look to address the side of revenue. 
 I mean, again, we have a budget that is heavily reliant on our 
fluctuating resources and the rates that they’re going for as 
opposed to closing our corporate tax loopholes, raising it by a 
percentage or two, which would still keep Alberta competitive 
with our neighbours on either side. 
 As well, Alberta is the only province that has a shameful flat 
tax. When you look at how it breaks down, you actually have 
middle-income earners paying more than they would in neigh-
bouring provinces where there is a progressive tax system. Then 
you have those folks like the Albertans earning $40,000 who are 
paying the same amount as the extremely wealthy Albertans earn-
ing $4 million. There’s definitely something wrong with that, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 As well, something that the Alberta New Democrats have been 
saying for years is to upgrade and refine our raw bitumen, our 
product, here in the province, which would keep these quality 
long-term jobs in Alberta. Let’s ship a more refined product, a 
finished product. Our neighbours all around us, including our 
neighbours in the United States, have learned this. In fact, I’m 
sure they snicker at the fact that we’re shipping the lowest quality 
product, that we’re wanting to ship it to them, so that they can 
upgrade it, get the value, the jobs, and then sell it at a much higher 
rate. It’s unfortunate that this government is content to ship jobs 
and resources down the pipeline at the expense of Albertans and 
our future. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, between increasing the upgrading 
capacity in this province, closing our loopholes, raising our 
corporate taxes by a very modest amount, and weaning Alberta off 
this flat tax, we would have more than enough revenues to save 
for the future, to diversify our economy further, to invest in green 
energy. 
 I mean, I’m not sure why we don’t take advantage of the fact 
that Alberta gets more sunlight than any other jurisdiction, I know 
for sure, in Canada. I’m not sure about North America. But the 
fact of the matter is that there’s a great amount of free energy that 
we should be harnessing, and it’s shameful that we’re going to 
wait Lord knows how long with this government in power. 
Clearly, it’s been 42 years, and we’re still waiting. 
 I think there are solutions to the revenue side, and it’s unfor-
tunate that the government is unwilling to look at that, you know, 
especially because it’s reflected directly in this budget and in this 
appropriation bill. We’ve got municipalities that are frustrated, are 
crying out that there’s crumbling infrastructure, whether we’re 
talking about roads and bridges or hospitals and schools that are in 
desperate need of maintenance. Yet, again, something that’s been 
a thing in the past and that this government enjoys to do is to just 
defer costs, either download them onto municipalities or: let’s just 
defer them to the future; we don’t have enough money for that. 
It’s quite frustrating that they continue to kick the can forward. 
Well, what happens is that the infrastructure deteriorates further 
the more we delay. You’ve got issues of safety. You’ve got higher 
expenses when we eventually do get around to putting the dollars 
into the infrastructure that’s sorely needed. 
 We’re falling further and further behind. I mean, you look at 
many municipalities, and their infrastructure deficits are balloon-
ing, yet the dollars that they’re getting from this government 
aren’t nearly enough. You know, Mr. Speaker, I’m sure you’re 
aware that on every tax dollar municipalities get somewhere 
between 8 to 10 cents, yet they are the folks who provide the bulk 
of the services and programs that Albertans rely on on a day-to-
day basis. Our system is quite skewed. 
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 They don’t have the dollars they need, and to top up some 
dollars that they get, the government is insistent on using this 
paternalistic grant-style lottery formula where municipalities have 
to compete with one another for dollars. They are unsustainable. 
They’re random. They’re not sure if they’re going to get the same 
grants. They’re not sure if they’re going to be there the next year. 
You know, municipalities are saying that they need long-term, 
stable funding in order to have an appropriate strategy and a plan 
in place to build for the future, to be proactive and look at their 
needs, not just today, not just three years from now but six years, 
10 years down the road so that Alberta is the best place to live in 
this country. 
4:00 

 Although there is MSI funding, which I know many municipal-
ities welcomed when it was introduced years ago, their frustration 
is that the dollars that were promised for MSI funding have not 
been delivered. I believe it was in this budget or this coming year 
that MSI was going to be increased, or the PCs promised MSI 
would go up to $1.05 billion. Unfortunately, it remains flat at 
$846 million. Now, that number isn’t exactly true because we 
need to keep in mind inflation and population growth, which 
according to the Tory numbers is actually 4.3 per cent. When you 
look at that, holding the line is actually, in effect, a cut. So munici-
palities are quite frustrated that they’re not getting the dollars that 
they were promised, which, again, seems to be a recurring theme 
for this government. They seem to love to promise the moon and 
the sun, yet they cannot deliver. Albertans are saying: “This is 
ridiculous. We are actually moving in the wrong direction.” 
 I want to just work my way through a couple of the promises, to 
be a little more specific so that the members in this House are 
quite clear on what was promised and what was delivered and how 
contradictory the two are. First of all, the government promised to 
introduce an initiative to make Alberta the national leader in 
energy efficiency and sustainability. Well, unfortunately, they’re 
nowhere near fulfilling this promise. 
 The Premier claimed that we’d be a world leader in climate 
change. You know, unfortunately, all that this government has 
done is continue to embark on PR campaigns to try to convince 
the world that what we’re doing is quite environmentally sustain-
able and that we have clean methods of extracting our resources. 
Well, unfortunately, the government cannot and has not even met 
its own climate change targets let alone targets that were assigned 
by Canada. Years past Kyoto we are long past and miles away 
from meeting those targets. Even the government’s greenhouse 
gas targets are well below those of our federal counterpart. 
 You know, it’s frustrating that there are no supports, like I’d 
said, for building and upgrading more of our resources here in the 
province. 
 Something else that came through last fall was creating the 
single energy regulator. Well, many Albertans are really confused 
on how this isn’t a conflict of interest, where you have a regulator 
that is a promoter of the oil and gas industry yet at the same time 
is supposed to be the police of the oil and gas industry. A com-
plete conflict of interest there. 
 We look at health care. A promise of five years of stable fund-
ing for health care with increases of 4.5 per cent: broken promise. 
Introduction of a fast-track emergency room program to reduce 
wait times: broken promise. Access to mental health services or 
improving access to mental health services in the community: not 
even close. There was money that was promised to STARS ambu-
lance, $10 million, and unfortunately they’re not going to see it. 
 This budget, again, was riddled with promises on the one hand 
and failed to deliver on the other. I mean, in health care 1.5 per 

cent less was given than was expected. There is no money to hire 
more nurses, which are desperately needed, significant cuts to 
PDD funding, and the fact that this government still has not 
addressed the problem of a lack of ambulance services in rural 
Alberta areas. 
 For seniors, I mean, there was a promise to build a thousand 
more long-term care beds – now the seniors are going to be lucky 
to have 30 this year, just a slight difference from a thousand – as 
well as to enhance the capacity of long-term care. Well, you 
know, we saw this week that the Premier promised universal drug 
coverage for seniors, and now she’s not only rescinded that prom-
ise; she’s implementing a plan that’s going to see $180 million cut 
from the seniors’ drug benefit plan. 
 Seniors as well are getting slapped in the face by the increasing 
property taxes – this dubious deferral program is actually going to 
cost seniors more in the long term – and the fact that this govern-
ment has reduced the eligibility for seniors’ benefits, removing the 
WCB and CPP disability income exemptions, which is actually 
going to significantly hurt many seniors across this province and 
especially target those seniors who are injured or who have 
disabilities. 
 You know, in this budget we see cuts for climate change policy 
development. It does nothing to help Alberta reach its climate 
change objectives for greenhouse gas emissions. It still does not 
eliminate water markets in our province, and it cuts the operating 
budget for the climate change and emissions management fund 
down to zero. Unfortunately, this government, as opposed to being 
proactive and looking at taking these positive steps, continues its 
course of being reactionary and reactive and is investing heavily 
in carbon capture and storage as opposed to addressing the issue 
of cutting down on how much we produce, not finding a dark 
place to stow it away and pretend that it’s not there anymore. 
 Regarding Treasury Board and Finance – and I’ve talked about 
this a little bit as well – I mean, this government still has not fixed 
its revenue problem or will not even look to addressing that, from 
closing corporate tax loopholes to raising corporate taxes to elim-
inating the flat tax. You know, we’re not doing a good enough job. 

The Speaker: Hon. members, 29(2)(a) is now available. The hon. 
Member for Edmonton-Centre. 

Ms Blakeman: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. I don’t always 
agree – actually, I often disagree – with my parties to the left here, 
but I’m wondering what it is about the tax structure, the revenue 
structure that the member is particularly promoting here. 

The Speaker: The hon. member. 

Mr. Bilous: Thank you, and I thank the hon. Member for 
Edmonton-Centre for that question. You know, really, we’re 
promoting a three-pronged approach: first and foremost, raising 
our royalties to a competitive rate, competitive with other juris-
dictions within North America; looking at investing in upgrading 
and refining more of our bitumen here in the province; then 
addressing the tax side, our flat-tax and corporate tax side. I want 
to thank the member for that. 
 In addition, continuing on this theme of broken promises, I 
know that Albertans are well aware that our education system was 
promised predictable, stable funding. That hasn’t happened. There 
was promised full-day kindergarten. That was another broken 
promise. Many schools indicated before the budget came down 
that eliminating the AISI funding would significantly hurt many of 
the new programs, from literacy programs to new spaces and part-
nerships that schools were creating to help address the fact that 
today in Alberta we have a significant number of people moving 
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to Alberta from other parts of the country, from other parts of the 
world. 
 We have many more English language learners in our class-
rooms than we did 50, 60 years ago, and if we want to ensure that 
we’re giving every student an opportunity to succeed, we need to 
ensure that there is the appropriate level of funding in our 
classrooms and that teachers have the resources available to give 
students the attention that they need and deserve. 
 From there, I mean, we look at Human Services. It’s riddled 
with cuts, the $42 million cut for community access supports for 
people with developmental disabilities, the elimination of the 
STEP program. That was something, Mr. Speaker, that I tried very 
hard to have reinstated. Organizations across the province wrote 
letters and e-mails talking about the impact, the real impact that 
the STEP program had not just on the students but on the 
organizations, the programs they offered, especially families and 
specifically low-income families who relied on summer program-
ming in their communities for their kids. Now communities are 
scrambling and have indicated to me that they’re going to have to 
cut some of their programs. 
4:10 

 The Department of Culture. It’s frustrating that that’s the first 
place the Tories love to take the axe to. The community spirit 
grant: completely abolished. Many of those organizations used the 
STEP program. Now they’re hit twice. The safe communities ini-
tiative fund, again, a proactive partnership program that was on 
the ground, community based, community driven: this government 
yanked it away. I mean, it seems that anytime a program is pro-
active in looking at being preventative and doing something 
positive, this government doesn’t like it: no, let’s go back to our 
reactionary, throw a Band-Aid on an issue approach as opposed to 
looking at addressing root causes. 
 So I just wanted to very briefly say that, you know, it’s interest-
ing, Mr. Speaker, that since the Premier took office, she’s cut 
funding to the combined community spirit and other initiative 
grants by a total of 91 per cent. That’s quite impressive. It went 
from $28.6 million in 2011-12 to just $2.7 million this year when 
we look at combined operational and capital spending. Clearly, it 
is not a priority for this Premier to invest in arts and culture in this 
province. 
 Mr. Speaker, I’ll conclude by saying that I cannot support this 
appropriation bill. I am very concerned about what these cuts 
mean not only to Albertans today but to future Albertans. It’s 
important to note this government in their reluctance and refusal 
to address the revenue issue. We can’t help but forecast 
recessionary-style budgets in the years to come, where organiza-
tions that are getting hit this year are going to be impacted again 
next year and the year after. As has been pointed out, the govern-
ment is forecasting a $17 billion deficit within three years. My 
concern is not just with this budget today; it’s with future budgets. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Are there any other speakers? Did you want to 
speak to this? 

Mr. McIver: Yes, please. 

The Speaker: You are speaking to this motion? 

Mr. McIver: Yes. I understand that I haven’t got much time 
because at 4:15 something has to happen, so I’ll try to be quick, 
Mr. Speaker. You know what? I just want to stand up and be on 
the record supporting this budget and what this government is 
doing. We’re building Alberta. We’re opening markets. We’re 

putting infrastructure in place. We’re doing the things that Alber-
tans are asking us to do, and I want to stand up and thank the 
Premier for the leadership in keeping the promises, the President 
of Treasury Board for putting together a plan, and my colleagues 
for listening to Albertans and influencing the decisions made 
along the way, which at the end of the day are in the interest of 
Albertans. 
 Albertans have told us that they want schools now. They don’t 
want to wait until their kids are 12 years old to start grade 1. They 
want them to be six years old to start grade 1. They’re telling us 
that when their kids grow up, they want a transportation system 
that’s going to get them around, that’s going to provide jobs and 
opportunities for them. They want an education system that’s 
going to put them in a position to take those jobs. This budget is 
doing those things. 
 I also want to say that – you know what? – Albertans are smart 
people. They know when they see this budget that where we’ve 
had to make cuts – and never when you make cuts is it pleasant. 
But we did our best to make sure that we share the joy in that area, 
if you would, Mr. Speaker, and actually prioritize where money 
does get spent on infrastructure and programs. These are the 
things that Albertans are after. 
 Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to support this, and I look forward to 
voting for it in a very short period of time, which I think I’ve 
squeezed out, between now and 4:15. 

The Speaker: Hon. members, we have about 30 seconds or less 
left. I wonder: does the Minister of Finance wish to close debate at 
this stage? 

Mr. Horner: Let’s call the question, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: The question has been called. 

[Motion carried; Bill 20 read a third time] 

The Speaker: Hon. members, we’re at 4:16. I wonder if I should 
recognize the Government House Leader or the Deputy Govern-
ment House Leader. Do you wish to proceed? We’re proceeding 
onward, then. 

 Bill 16 
 Victims Statutes Amendment Act, 2013 

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Transportation. 

Mr. McIver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the hon. 
Minister of Justice it’s my pleasure to rise today and move third 
reading of Bill 16, the Victims Statutes Amendment Act, 2013. 
 Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, crime is a reality in our commu-
nities, which means that there are always victims of crime who 
need our help. This bill honours victims by easing their access to 
supports and benefits offered through the victims of crime fund 
and demonstrates once again the leadership of our Premier, our 
Minister of Justice, and this government with respect to ensuring 
that victims of crime receive the respect, compassion, and support 
that they deserve. These supports can be vital in helping victims of 
crime through their grieving and coping process. 
 As we heard during debate of this bill, this proposed legislation 
will give victims of crime more options in how to present their 
case to the Criminal Injuries Review Board and will strengthen the 
protection of confidential information. In addition, this bill holds 
criminals accountable for their actions by amending the Victims 
Restitution and Compensation Payment Act. As this House is 
aware, this particular act provides the resources necessary for 
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Alberta’s civil forfeiture office to seize the proceeds of crime. 
These proceeds are then used to support a number of programs 
and services, including those for victims of crime. 
 Specifically, Bill 16 closes some unintended loopholes by en-
suring that defendants cannot initiate countless baseless legal 
delays. At the same time, the legislation ensures that defendants of 
forfeiture action have plenty of time to initiate their defence be-
fore any confiscation occurs. 
 The remaining change noted in the legislation clarifies what is 
considered proceeds of crime. If $10,000 in cash or goods easily 
liquidated into cash is found during a police investigation, it will 
be assumed to be the result of criminal activity, and it may be con-
fiscated so long as there is no sign of legitimate business activity. 
 I know of the concerns about the proposed legislation. I know 
one of the concerns is balancing the individual’s civil liberties 
when it comes to seizing their property. Mr. Speaker, this bill was 
drafted to protect victims’ rights while balancing an individual’s 
civil liberties when it comes to the seizure of goods gained from 
criminal activities. The legislation is about ensuring that justice is 
served. 
 I thank all the members in this House for their positive feedback 
and support of this bill. I’m confident that it will make a positive 
impact in the lives of victims of crime and ensure that they receive 
the support they need to return their lives to normal as quickly 
possible. 
 Thank you. 

Mr. Saskiw: Very briefly, Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to rise to 
speak to Bill 16 on third reading. It’s the Victims Statutes 
Amendment Act, 2013, which amends two pieces of legislation, 
the Victims of Crime Act and the Victims Restitution and 
Compensation Payment Act. Of course, this is a piece of 
legislation that will put a dent in organized crime and allow some 
of the enforcement officers increased abilities due to amendments 
to the administrative process. We’ve seen with this Justice 
minister that he’s come up consistently with a progressive, soft-
on-crime approach. It’s nice to see that he’s thrown a bone to the 
conservative part of the Progressive Conservatives. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to thank the minister for putting 
forward this piece of legislation, which will again allow for a 
cleaned up administrative process by limiting extensions that 
individuals had previously provided. As well, essentially it 
provides for a simplified review process of the decisions made by 
the director in charge of carrying out the duties under the act. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview. 
4:20 

Mr. Bilous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m happy to be able to rise 
and speak to this very complex bill. You know, I just want to say 
that first and foremost this government should be investing in 
more courtrooms and in the courtroom process where there is due 
process. We have a system. We need to ensure that we have 
enough judges in courtrooms to process, to ensure that everyone is 
entitled to a fair trial. Albertans should not be guilty before proven 
innocent. 
 My concern, first of all, is that this PC government in this 
budget is closing six courtrooms. I mean, that really goes counter 
to, I think, the essence of what they’re trying to do in this bill. 
Instead of investing in more courtroom infrastructure, which 
would address the court delays, again, this government is closing 
six courtrooms and enacting this legislation, which replaces a 

presumptive legal process with a presumptive administrative 
process. Such changes by definition are not wrong, but it should 
be handled with a great level of sobriety and care. 
 One of my concerns, first of all, is the amount of time that 
members in this House have had to speak on this bill. It feels like 
it’s been extremely limited. 
 You know, we need to ensure that there is due process. Our 
courts function the way they do to ensure that we’re not misjudg-
ing individuals and that their rights as Albertans, as Canadians are 
protected and that they’re not judged before they’re entitled to go 
through the court system. 
 It gives me great concern that this bill wants to replace the legal 
system with more of an administrative system. I mean, Mr. 
Speaker, in our legal system there’s access to counsel. On the 
administrative side what this bill would do: there’s no right to 
legal counsel. We’ve got rules, but we’re not sure how they’re 
going to be enforced or how well they’re going to be enforced if 
we’re under an administrative model as opposed to being under a 
legal model. 
 Mr. Speaker, if I can speak on behalf of myself and the Alberta 
NDP, we would prefer that we have more resources in victim 
services, that we work on providing and opening up more court-
rooms, and look at ensuring that Albertans have the right to court, 
not create legislation where a person’s rights might be trampled 
because they no longer have access to due process. 
 You know, there are a couple of other concerns that we have, 
Mr. Speaker. The wording changes from a reasonable time when 
the crime occurred to a reasonable time from the date the applicant 
knew or ought to have known that a criminal offence occurred. 
You know, I think that’s positive, on the one hand, yet at the same 
time I’m not sure what a reasonable time is. That is, again, very 
ambiguous, which makes it difficult to support that point. I think, 
honestly, that what we need to do is fix the problem that we have, 
not allow a way to offload due process and the legal process by 
dealing with these through administrative measures. 
 Questions that I have. It talks about that seized property “may 
be disposed of without the Minister having to commence a legal 
action.” Questions about Albertans who either have no permanent 
address or are homeless or transient: I’m not sure how this is 
going to affect them. Another concern. If an individual does not 
file a notice of objection, they are “deemed to admit the facts 
asserted in the notice” of a disposition. 

Ms Blakeman: Which is negative billing. 

Mr. Bilous: Which is negative billing. Thank you, Member for 
Edmonton-Centre. 
 I mean, simply, it’s just not right that if the person in question is 
out of the province – the fact is that we’re saying that silence 
means consent, not that we need to find out what the person 
means. If anything, now we’re silencing people even further. 
Folks who either don’t know or are unaware: the system is now 
working against them as opposed to ensuring that Albertans have 
the right to legal counsel, to the court system. You know, I don’t 
doubt that our court system is heavily bogged down at the 
moment, but let’s address the problem. Let’s open up more court-
rooms. Let’s bring in more judges. Let’s ensure that Albertans’ 
rights are protected and that they have access to this due process. 
 You know, Mr. Speaker, the other reality of looking at the legal 
side as opposed to the administrative side is that there is the 
neutrality of a judge, and we rely on judges to be impartial when 
they’re making decisions and enforcing natural justice as opposed 
to going through an administrative body. If I recall correctly, in 
this bill the review board can function with one member. I’m a 
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little confused as well because the bill says: member or members. 
That implies that really a review board could be one person. Well, 
that’s quite a concern, that you have one individual who is making 
decisions. Again, they are not a judge. They are not impartial. This 
is not going through a legal framework. 
 Mr. Speaker, we, myself and the Alberta NDP, are very much in 
favour of ensuring that victims are compensated, that we 
strengthen legislation for victims and look at doing what we can to 
prevent crime, that criminals are given their due process, that there 
is a court system. They have rights, but we need to ensure that 
we’re protecting our victims and ensuring that the law is respected 
and is served. 
 It’s with great trepidation, Mr. Speaker, that we’re still consid-
ering supporting this bill. Again, the intent I think is noble. We’re 
behind that. But the process and what this bill wants to do very 

much puts individuals’ rights possibly in jeopardy. We want to 
ensure that all Albertans are respected and have the proper 
channels. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Are there any other speakers? 

Hon. Members: Question. 

[Motion carried; Bill 16 read a third time] 

Mr. Hancock: If I can get it in before the clock, Mr. Speaker, I 
would move that we adjourn until 1:30 p.m. on May 6. 

[Motion carried; the Assembly adjourned at 4:29 p.m. to Monday, 
May 6, at 1:30 p.m.] 
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Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2012  (Redford)1*

First Reading -- 8 (May 24, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 177 (Oct. 23, 2012 eve.), 193-96 (Oct. 23, 2012 eve.), 233 (Oct. 24, 2012 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 336-39 (Oct. 29, 2012 eve.), 354-71 (Oct. 30, 2012 aft.), 373-80 (Oct. 30, 2012 eve., passed with 
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Third Reading -- 476-84 (Nov. 1, 2012 aft., passed on division)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 10, 2012; SA 2012 c8]

Responsible Energy Development Act  (Hughes)2*

First Reading -- 207 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 263 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft.), 424-43 (Oct. 31, 2012 aft.), 445-57 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve.), 526-46 (Nov. 5, 2012 
eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 563-71 (Nov. 6, 2012 aft.), 593 (Nov. 6, 2012 eve.), 644-48 (Nov. 7, 2012 aft.), 649-69 (Nov. 7, 2012 
eve.), 731-53 (Nov. 19, 2012 eve.), 777-94 (Nov. 20, 2012 aft.), 795-853 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve.), 902-05 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., 
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Third Reading -- 921-41 (Nov. 21, 2012 aft., passed on division)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; SA 2012 cR-17.3]

Education Act  (J. Johnson)3*

First Reading -- 155 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 219-31 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft.), 238 (Oct. 24, 2012 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 380-407 (Oct. 30, 2012 eve., passed with amendments)

Third Reading -- 669 (Nov. 7, 2012 eve.), 688-94 (Nov. 8, 2012 aft.), 753-63 (Nov. 19, 2012 eve., passed on division)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2012 cE-0.3]

Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower Protection) Act  (Scott)4

First Reading -- 352-53 (Oct. 30, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 423-24 (Oct. 31, 2012 aft.), 593-614 (Nov. 6, 2012 eve.), 627-44 (Nov. 7, 2012 aft., passed on division)

Committee of the Whole -- 975-80 (Nov. 22, 2012 aft.), 1057-74 (Nov. 27, 2012 aft.), 1075-101 (Nov. 27, 2012 eve.), 1127-137 
(Nov. 28, 2012 aft.), 1139-161 (Nov. 28, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 1161-166 (Nov. 28, 2012 eve., passed on division)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2012 cP-39.5]

New Home Buyer Protection Act  (Griffiths)5

First Reading -- 261 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 354 (Oct. 30, 2012 aft.), 457-59 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 546-49 (Nov. 5, 2012 eve.), 571-83 (Nov. 6, 2012 aft.), 585-93 (Nov. 6, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 853-55 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., passed)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2012 cN-3.2]

Protection and Compliance Statutes Amendment Act, 2012  (Jeneroux)6

First Reading -- 155 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 209 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft.), 264 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 459-62 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 855-56 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., passed)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2012 c7]



Election Accountability Amendment Act, 2012  (Denis)7*

First Reading -- 774 (Nov. 20, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 972-75 (Nov. 22, 2012 aft.), 1015-41 (Nov. 26, 2012 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 1166-167 (Nov. 28, 2012 eve.), 1191-92 (Nov. 29, 2012 aft.), 1221-43 (Dec. 3, 2012 eve.), 1261-79 
(Dec. 4, 2012 aft.), 1281-1300 (Dec. 4, 2012 eve., passed, with amendments)

Third Reading -- 1315-37 (Dec. 5, 2012 aft., passed on division)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2012 c5]

Electric Utilities Amendment Act, 2012  (Hughes)8

First Reading -- 156 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 233 (Oct. 24, 2012 eve.), 316-36 (Oct. 29, 2012 eve, passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 857-902 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve.), 943-53 (Nov. 21, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 953-56 (Nov. 21, 2012 eve., passed)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 10, 2012; SA 2012 c6]

Alberta Corporate Tax Amendment Act, 2012 ($)  (Horner)9

First Reading -- 156 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)
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Committee of the Whole -- 462 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 856-57 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., passed)

Royal Assent --  (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates, SA 2012 c4]

Employment Pension Plans Act  (Kennedy-Glans)10
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Fiscal Management Act ($)  (Horner)12

First Reading -- 1438 (Mar. 7, 2013 aft., passed)
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Appropriation (Interim Supply) Act, 2013 ($)  (Horner)13

First Reading -- 1456 (Mar. 11, 2013 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1527-34 (Mar. 12, 2013 eve.), 1556 (Mar. 13, 2013 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 1583 (Mar. 13, 2013 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 1695-1700 (Mar. 21, 2013 aft.), 1695-1700 (Mar. 21, 2013 aft., passed)

Royal Assent --  (Mar. 21, 2013 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force March 21, 2013; SA 2013 c1]

RCMP Health Coverage Statutes Amendment Act, 2013  (VanderBurg)14

First Reading -- 1690 (Mar. 21, 2013 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1875 (Apr. 18, 2013 aft.), 1925-27 (Apr. 22, 2013 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 1966-67 (Apr. 23, 2013 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 1986 (Apr. 23, 2013 eve., passed)

Emergency 911 Act ($)  (Weadick)15

First Reading -- 1762 (Apr. 10, 2013 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1875-76 (Apr. 18, 2013 aft.), 1953-58 (Apr. 23, 2013 aft., passed)
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Third Reading --  (Apr. 25, 2013 )
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First Reading -- 1762-63 (Apr. 10, 2013 aft., passed)
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Municipal Government Amendment Act, 2013  (Kubinec)17

First Reading -- 1779 (Apr. 11, 2013 aft., passed)

Pooled Registered Pension Plans Act  (Fawcett)18

First Reading -- 1873 (Apr. 18, 2013 aft., passed)

Metis Settlements Amendment Act, 2013  (Campbell)19

First Reading -- 1803 (Apr. 15, 2013 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1876-77 (Apr. 18, 2013 aft.),  (Apr. 24, 2013 eve., passed)

Appropriation Act, 2013 ($)  (Horner)20

First Reading -- 1925 (Apr. 22, 2013 eve., passed)

Second Reading -- 1943-52 (Apr. 23, 2013 aft.), 1978-81 (Apr. 23, 2013 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 2015-19 (Apr. 24, 2013 aft.),  (Apr. 24, 2013 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 2057-63 (Apr. 25, 2013 aft., passed)

Environmental Protection and Enhancement Amendment Act, 2013  (Jansen)21

First Reading -- 2055 (Apr. 25, 2013 aft., passed)

Scrap Metal Dealers and Recyclers Identification Act  (Quest)201*

First Reading -- 92 (May 30, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 291-301 (Oct. 29, 2012 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 716-22 (Nov. 19, 2012 aft.), 1725-26 (Apr. 8, 2013 aft., passed with amendments)

Third Reading -- 1726-27 (Apr. 8, 2013 aft., passed)

Public Lands (Grasslands Preservation) Amendment Act, 2012  (Brown)202

First Reading -- 130 (May 31, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 501-13 (Nov. 5, 2012 aft.), 1723-25 (Apr. 8, 2013 aft., defeated on division)

Employment Standards (Compassionate Care Leave) Amendment Act, 2012  (Jeneroux)203

First Reading -- 473 (Nov. 1, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1900 (Apr. 22, 2013 aft., passed)

Irlen Syndrome Testing Act  (Jablonski)204

First Reading -- 968 (Nov. 22, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1912 (Apr. 22, 2013 aft., referred to Standing Committee on Families and Communities)

Fisheries (Alberta) Amendment Act, 2012  (Calahasen)205

First Reading -- 1117 (Nov. 28, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1913 (Apr. 22, 2013 aft., referred to Standing Committee on Resource Stewardship)

Tobacco Reduction (Flavoured Tobacco Products) Amendment Act, 2012  (Fraser)206

First Reading -- 1350-51 (Dec. 6, 2012 aft., passed)

Human Tissue and Organ Donation Amendment Act, 2013  (Webber)207

First Reading -- 1690 (Mar. 21, 2013 aft., passed)

Seniors’ Advocate Act  (Towle)208

First Reading -- 1315 (Dec. 5, 2012 aft., passed)

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Canada Act  (Dorward)Pr1

First Reading -- 1999 (Apr. 24, 2013 aft., passed)

Wild Rose Agricultural Producers Amendment Act, 2013  (McDonald)Pr2

First Reading -- 1999 (Apr. 24, 2013 aft., passed)
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